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Product Playbook

Too many product teams start out full of energy – only to end up 
stuck in a dead end. They build features, conduct workshops, 
and discuss roadmaps. But in the end, everyone asks: What 

was our goal again? This book isn’t theory. It’s a guide to clarity, 
direction, and impact – in the age of AI, speed, and constant change. 
This book, The Generative AI Product Playbook, is a foundational 
guide for creating a product playbook in your organization and 
shows how to build a product-oriented perspective within your 
teams. As product professionals, our main job is solving problems. 
We try to do that with creativity, innovation, and cost-effectiveness, 
checking our assumptions through rapid prototyping and iterative 
development cycles. 

I’m Matias Undurraga, and with more than twenty years in product 
development, I’ve learned you can solve problems well or poorly—I 
want to guide you on doing it well. My co-author, Lajos Lange, also 
spent over a decade in the Media industry. As VP of Technology and 
CTO at companies like Fraunhofer, Axel Springer, and Ströer, he was 
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responsible for building product development teams. Nowadays, 
we both work as Enterprise Technologists at Amazon Web Services, 
discussing the challenges product organizations face globally every 
day. We both learned how crucial it is to merge product and tech 
into one team and shift focus from just time, budget, and scope 
towards real customer impact. 

Often, product teams struggle to defi ne goals and objectives or 
ensure their work moves in the same direction, leading to frustrating 
projects. And nowadays, Generative AI is speeding everything up - 
experiments, launches, mistakes. AI won’t fi x broken product culture. 
It will just help you scale chaos even more. That’s why this playbook 
exists. Product playbooks are critical for creating roadmaps and 
driving strategy, helping you manage development and production 
coherently and effectively. It’s about refocusing from “doing things 
right” towards always “doing the right things”.
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Rewriting the Rules of Product 
Management 
In the past, product development followed slow-moving patterns 
based on predictable adoption curves and staged growth models. 
But the digital age changed everything. It didn’t just speed up the 
process—it transformed how we think about innovation.

From Rogers to the Shark-Fin Curve: How Modern 
Product Thinking Evolved

Historically, product managers relied on the Diffusion of Innovation 
theory by Everett Rogers. This model grouped users into categories 
like innovators, early adopters, and the majority. It assumed a 
gradual spread of technology across these groups. That worked 
when technology changed slowly.
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But in today’s world, feedback loops happen in real time, platforms 
evolve constantly, and global distribution can happen overnight. 
The Rogers model breaks down in this context.

Instead, we now use the Shark-Fin Curve to describe product 
adoption. This model shows a rapid spike in user growth—often 
driven by viral interest and experimentation—followed by a sudden 
drop-off if the product doesn’t deliver lasting value. It’s a much 
sharper, riskier curve that demands fast decision-making.

In this environment, your first 100 users might show up in hours, 
not months. But they can vanish just as quickly. That’s why today’s 
product teams focus on quick experiments, clear value delivery, and 
constant iteration.

“Product Adoption is like a wave: great when you catch it, but brutal if 
you misread it.”

Generative AI just a Hype or a Historic 
Acceleration

Generative AI broke into the mainstream in 2023. Tools like ChatGPT 
reached millions of users in days. Startups shifted direction overnight. 
Big companies launched AI pilots at record speed. Funding flooded 
in.

The “Gartner Hype Cycle” 1 nicely illustrates how the emerging 
Generative AI technology evolved. First, there was the Peak of 
Inflated Expectations, where excitement was sky-high and 
expectations were often unrealistic.

1   https://www.gartner.com/en/research/methodologies/gartner-hype-cycle
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By 2024, many companies hit the Trough of Disillusionment (called 
here “Valley of Tears”). Scaling Generative AI turned out to be hard. 
Proof-of-concept projects didn’t scale. Problems like poor data 
quality, high costs, and integration challenges became real blockers.

Now, in 2025, we’re seeing some companies rise up the Slope of 
Enlightenment. They’re moving from pilots to practice—embedding 
Generative AI into real product workfl ows. These are the teams who 
invested early in modern and AI empowered data infrastructure, agile 
talent, and iterative feedback systems. They’re on track reaching the 
Plateau of Productivity, where Generative AI delivers measurable 
business value.

This shift isn’t just about better tools or faster workfl ows. Generative 
AI is fundamentally reshaping the craft of product management—
from how we uncover user needs to how we deliver and learn from 
real-world usage. It marks a generational shift in mindset, not just 
mechanics. While many enterprises are still in the early stages, the 
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most forward-thinking teams are already reimagining how they 
build, decide, and learn at scale.

How Generative AI is Transforming Product 
Management

Generative AI is not just a new technology trend—it is reshaping the 
role of product managers and the way modern products are built. 
Across this playbook, we’ve seen how rapid iteration, continuous 
discovery, user-centricity, and cross-functional empowerment are 
central to great product teams. Generative AI amplifies each of these 
principles by reducing friction, accelerating insights, and enhancing 
creativity. In this book we will give some examples how:

	◗ From Discovery to Co-Creation: Traditional product 
discovery involved stakeholder interviews, workshops, and 
user testing cycles that could take weeks. With Generative 
AI, product teams can synthesize customer feedback, 
analyze sentiment across channels, and co-create value 
propositions with users in hours—not weeks. 

	◗ Ongoing, AI-Accelerated Experimentation: Generative AI 
enables micro-experiments that align with the Shark-Fin 
curve model. PMs can rapidly test landing pages, feature 
ideas, and messaging using synthetic data or AI-generated 
user flows, then quickly discard what doesn’t resonate. 
This reinforces the principle of “Shipping to Learn.” 

	◗ From MVP to Dynamic Personalization: Product teams 
are shifting from building minimum viable products 
to delivering continuously evolving, Minimum Lovable 
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Products. Generative AI supports this through adaptive 
onboarding, real-time personalization, and intelligent user 
assistance—driven by behavior, not assumptions. 

	◗ AI as a Force Multiplier for Teams: Generative AI takes over 
routine tasks—writing release notes, summarizing user 
feedback, or proposing test cases—so PMs and engineers 
can focus on strategy and innovation. In doing so, it 
reinforces empowered team culture by freeing up time for 
high-impact thinking. 

	◗ Product Strategy, Reimagined: PMs can now simulate 
go-to-market strategies, identify underserved segments, 
or even test pricing scenarios using AI. It’s no longer just 
about defining requirements—it’s about shaping resilient 
strategies that can evolve dynamically. 

What this all adds up to is a shift in mindset: product managers are 
no longer just facilitators or backlog managers. In a Generative AI-
driven world, they are systems thinkers, experience architects, and AI 
collaborators. They are builders of learning loops, not just roadmaps.

By integrating Generative AI into core workflows—not just as a tool, 
but as a collaborator—PMs are accelerating time to value, scaling 
customer insight, and building more adaptive, intelligent product 
management ecosystems. This transformation is not theoretical—
it’s already happening in leading organizations.

The future of product management is not just faster. It’s more data-
driven, more collaborative, and more human-centered than ever 
before. We’ve entered a new era shaped by the Shark-Fin Curve and 
the Generative AI Hyper-Adoption Catalyst. Products rise fast. They 
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can fall even faster. And the difference between success and failure 
is often how quickly your team can learn, pivot, and evolve.

“You need to maximize the rate of experimentation” and “make sure 
your cost of doing experiments is low.” – Jeff Bezos. 

 Our Product Tenets: How We Think and Build

Our Manifesto is a call to action to rethink not just what we build, but 
how we adopt, adapt, and evolve. The core principles outlined here 
aren’t abstract ideals—they are practical values grounded in real-
world product work. Throughout this playbook, we’ll revisit these 
ideas as we dive deeper into experimentation, customer discovery, 
roadmap design, and empowered team structures.

They form the baseline for a modern Generative AI empowered 
product culture—one where clarity beats control, learning beats 
planning, and collaboration beats silos. Whether you’re building your 
fi rst MVP or scaling a platform, this Manifesto is your north star. 

The following paragraphs describing our Product Tenets — the non-
negotiable beliefs that guide how we build. They refl ect not just 
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what we value, but how we work when pressure rises, when tradeoffs 
emerge, and when speed matters.

Simplicity Over Perfection

We strive for solutions that are effective and usable. Rather than 
aiming for an unattainable ideal, we focus on creating simple, 
elegant solutions that solve the underlying need. For example, when 
developing new software, it is often the case that designers can get 
wrapped up in adding complex features that may not be needed. 
We need to resist that pull towards complexity, and instead focus 
on the basic features to begin with. These basics are easier to test 
and more quickly address user issues, which we see as vital. This 
principle recognizes the importance of time in any project. This is 
why we emphasize simplicity above all else.

Understanding the Problem Over Thinking of 
Solutions

The key to building successful, impactful businesses is to deeply 
understand and stay obsessed with the problem, even if it means 
pivoting, discarding your first idea, or starting over. This involves 
understanding the end-user’s perspective, and gaining a grasp of the 
context in which they use a product. For instance, before developing 
new features, we spend time talking to end users, and attempting to 
recreate the context in which they use our products. We believe in 
a problem-first approach, which means taking the time to properly 
understand the issues before coming up with potential solutions. A 
solution is only as effective as the understanding of the problem it 
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is intended to address. Always “fall in love with the problem, not the 
solution” Uri Levin (Co-Founder Waze).2

End-User Needs Over Stakeholder Opinions

While we value input from various stakeholders, we prioritize the 
needs of the end-user, who ultimately engages with the product itself. 
This requires us to spend time on end user research, and carefully 
document user interactions with our products. For example, if we are 
looking to make changes to an e-commerce platform, we will spend 
time talking to end users, as well as consulting our key stakeholders 
(marketing and sales departments). However, our primary concern is 
with the needs of the users. We want to focus on what makes their 
lives better, so the user should be the primary consideration at all 
stages of product development.

Quantifying Results Over Assumptions

It’s always easy to tell other people, “Kill Your Darling” but we need 
product managers that have the mental model of “Kill My Darling”. 
This means we are constantly looking for feedback to and trying to 
disconfirm our beliefs. We always try to validate our choices with 
data, to ensure the most effective solution is being implemented. 
Rather than relying on intuition, we want to measure the results of our 
decisions through the collection of quantitative data. For example, 
after launching a new software feature, we rigorously collect data on 
how users actually engage with it, and if that feature is actually used 
by our customers. This requires constant monitoring of product 
usage data. We seek to make empirically informed decisions at all 

2   https://www.amazon.de/-/en/Fall-Love-Problem-Solution-Entrepreneurs/dp/1637741987
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stages. It also allows for the refinement of future product decisions, 
by analyzing the results of past efforts.

Empowered Team Over Micromanagement

We empower our team members to take ownership, make decisions, 
and innovate. Instead of micromanaging, we give the team the 
room to be autonomous and effective, letting them make decisions 
throughout the process. For example, if we’re redesigning an app’s 
user interface, we’d put together a small design team and give them 
the autonomy to approach the problem in their own way. This means 
empowering team members to propose their own approaches and 
feel ownership over the project. We believe the best work happens 
when team members feel empowered to do their best.

So, what is the leader’s duty in this scenario? It shifts towards setting 
goals and measuring results, offering advice by bringing in insights 
from outside, and providing that essential external perspective. As 
one product leader put it:

“As product leaders, our role is to set the vision and empower our 
teams to execute. We must keep one foot in the future—anticipating 
how the industry will evolve over the next three years—while keeping 
the other grounded in today’s realities, ensuring short-term goals 
are met. True leadership is about bridging strategy and execution, 
knowing when to step back and let teams innovate, and when to dive 
deep to remove roadblocks. Our job is to provide clarity, direction, 
and the confidence that the team is building toward something 
meaningful, both today and in the long term.”
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Shipping to Learn Over Shipping When Perfect

We know it’s often the case that striving for perfection can cause 
delays and hinder progress. That is why it is critical to focus on 
launching quickly, so as to collect data, and then iterate based on this 
feedback. Rather than delaying releases in the quest for perfection, 
we should adopt the attitude that it is always better to launch an 
imperfect product, get feedback, and then iterate quickly. This ‘ship 
to learn’ mentality is crucial to fast-paced iterative development. 
For example, we launch a basic version of our software to test new 
features, and then iterate on it based on customer feedback. We 
need to encourage teams to fail early in the process and this early 
experience will help teams to Invest resources the right things, and 
prevent companies in wasting time also long-term with maintaining 
solution that not delivering enough value. 

Empowering the Ecosystems Over Private 
Ownership

We strive to create products that fit into an existing ecosystem 
and empower the other related products or services. Rather than 
building a product that seeks to isolate users, we look to build a 
product that compliments existing solutions, creating value within 
the broader environment. For example, if building new software, we 
will look at how it is integrated with our existing tools, and how it fits 
into other programs used by our customers. This is our commitment 
to building products that are aligned with other related systems and 
product features, improving ease-of-use for end users, and creating 
a more cohesive experience.
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Adding Generative AI to Our Manifesto
Generative AI is changing how we work, so we’re adding this update 
to our Product Manifesto. It’s not about changing our core values, but 
using AI to amplify them. Here’s how we see Generative AI helping 
us build better products, based on the principles we already follow:

	◗ Really Understand Our Users: Generative AI can help us 
sift through customer feedback and data to find out what 
people really need, sometimes even before they know it 
themselves. This helps us focus better on end-user needs 
and truly understand the problems we’re tackling.

	◗ Cut Out the Busywork: We can use Generative AI for 
repetitive tasks and complex data analysis. This frees up 
our empowered teams to focus on the important stuff: 
creative thinking, solving tough problems, and connecting 
with customers.

	◗ Spark More Ideas: Think of Generative AI as a brainstorming 
partner. It helps us explore more creative options and 
designs much faster, pushing us to innovate and supporting 
that rapid experimentation we value.

	◗ Make Products Feel Personal: Generative AI lets us tailor 
experiences – like features or messages – specifically 
for individual users. This helps create products that feel 
genuinely relevant and valuable to each person using 
them.

	◗ Learn Way Faster: Generative AI speeds up the whole 
build-test-learn cycle. We can create prototypes quicker, 
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test ideas faster, and gather feedback more efficiently. 
This directly supports our ‘ship to learn’ approach.

	◗ Base Decisions on Facts, Not Guesses: Generative AI helps 
analyze results and spot trends, giving us solid evidence 
for our choices. This reinforces our need to quantify results 
and move beyond just assumptions.

Bottom line: We see Generative AI as a powerful tool. It doesn’t 
replace our team’s smarts or creativity, but it does help us put our 
manifesto principles into action more effectively. It helps us build 
better products faster, understand our users deeply, and make 
smarter decisions along the way.
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Introduction

This book is a practical guide for building a product playbook 
and fostering a product-oriented mindset in your organization. 
We know the challenges product teams face, and this book 

aims to help you and your team create the structures needed to 
consistently deliver great products. Before we get into the details 
of a playbook, it’s important to grasp the core principles guiding our 
approach. These principles are fundamental, and we’ll weave them 
into every step of creating your playbook in the chapters ahead.

Right from the start, it’s key to see how generative AI can transform 
the foundation of your product playbook. Think of generative AI not 
just as another tool, but as a partner in shaping and executing your 
product strategy. It offers new ways to improve every stage of the 
product lifecycle. For example, imagine generative AI helping draft 
your initial playbook, pulling in best practices, market research, and 
competitor analysis to give you a solid starting point.



Introduction

18 THE GENERATIVE AI PRODUCT PLAYBOOK

The Need for a Product Playbook

Product development is often complex and unclear. Teams juggle 
resource limits, market shifts, changing user needs, and internal 
stakeholder pressures. It can feel chaotic. In these situations, a 
product playbook offers a real strategic advantage. It provides a 
defined, consistent, and repeatable approach that makes things less 
chaotic and more manageable. This book aims to give you a flexible 
structure that works in different environments. A good playbook 
aligns teams, ensures consistency, and helps maintain focus, speed, 
and quality.

This complexity is exactly where generative AI can make a difference. 
Imagine using it to analyze huge amounts of market data, user 
feedback, and competitor actions. This analysis can uncover hidden 
insights and trends, cutting through the ambiguity and informing 
your playbook’s strategic direction. Instead of just relying on gut 
feelings, generative AI can support data-driven decisions about 
which features to prioritize, markets to target, or how to best use 
resources, all guided by your playbook.

A well-defined playbook does several critical things:

	◗ It aligns different teams around a shared vision, making 
sure everyone is pulling in the same direction.

	◗ It sets up a repeatable process so teams can execute 
efficiently and predictably, reducing errors and allowing 
problems to be spotted early.

	◗ It helps teams adapt quickly to changing market conditions 
and user feedback.
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	◗ Ultimately, it builds a culture of continuous improvement 
by identifying key processes to optimize team performance 
and product delivery.

	◗ With a solid playbook, product teams can shift from being 
reactive to proactive, focusing on innovation and strategic 
growth instead of just fighting fires.

Introducing the Product Manifesto

Our approach to creating a product playbook revolves around what 
we call the “Product Manifesto.” These are core beliefs that should 
be part of any product-focused organization. The manifesto offers 
practical and repeatable guidelines for product teams.

Generative AI can boost each of these aspects. By helping generate 
consistent documentation, user stories, or even initial design 
mockups based on the playbook’s direction, it helps align diverse 
teams. It can also analyze product data to flag potential risks or 
bottlenecks in your development process, helping you address 
issues proactively—truly moving from reactive firefighting to the 
proactive problem-solving your playbook promotes.

By sticking to these concepts, product teams will become more 
effective and fulfilled in delivering solutions that resonate with users 
and solve real problems. This manifesto is made up of principles 
we’ve found essential for effective product development in various 
situations. They form a foundation that helps both large and 
small teams deliver great products. We’ll use these core concepts 
throughout the book to guide decisions and ensure the playbook 
processes are grounded in best practices and focused on the user. 
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These principles are the bedrock for building products in a user-
centric, creative, innovative, and cost-effective way.

The Core Principles

As product people, we want to solve problems. This book focuses on 
the practical application of product development methodologies, 
not just theory. Solving real-world problems effectively requires a 
combination of strategy, understanding, and relentless execution. 
The goal isn’t merely creating new products or features; it’s about 
solving genuine user pain points in ways that benefit both the user 
and the business. This methodology means we’ll explore tools that 
help find problems efficiently and effectively.

We aim to solve these problems in a way that is creative, innovative, 
and cost-effective. The solutions delivered should be innovative, 
meaning they break away from traditional approaches and find non-
obvious ways to solve problems. We want a process that enables 
creative thinking while ensuring product development is efficient 
and cost-effective through data and insight-driven decisions. A 
product-oriented process uses experimentation, data, and feedback 
to improve how we deliver high-value product solutions within 
budget constraints.

We need to validate our assumptions using KPIs and rapid 
prototyping, allowing ideas to grow as we build and iterate. 
Continuously validating assumptions through rapid prototyping 
helps us iterate effectively and grow quickly. This approach demands 
testing early and often with real users, refining the product based on 
genuine user feedback. Instead of building in isolation, it involves 
a tight feedback loop between the development team and users, 
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ensuring the product evolves based on how it actually performs in 
real-world environments. Launching a product is still just the start; 
we must continuously verify that our expectations are met in reality. 
This means striving to turn the initial invention into a profi table 
product—which is true innovation.

Generative AI can enhance the creative process itself. By feeding 
it prompts related to user needs and problems, generative AI can 
suggest innovative solutions, features, or even marketing messages 
we might not have considered. Imagine using generative AI to 
brainstorm new features based on user feedback data, pushing 
the boundaries of creativity. Furthermore, generative AI can assist 
in rapid prototyping by quickly generating design variations and 
user interfaces for testing and iteration, ensuring your product 
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evolves rapidly based on real-world feedback. As a result, product 
organizations can empower their teams with dedicated lab 
environments for running micro-experiments independently of 
engineering resources.
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The Generative AI 
Product Manifesto

Guiding Principles for Product 
Development

In this chapter, we explore the core principles that guide our 
approach to product development. These aren’t just abstract 
ideas; they are the foundation for how we tackle challenges and 

develop creative, user-centric products. These central values dictate 
how we operate and allow us to build products with a laser focus on 
value for our end users.
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Customer-Centricity: Listening to the 
Voice of the Customer
Being a customer-centric company means more than just meeting 
expectations. It means anticipating needs, exceeding expectations, 
and creating experiences that surprise and delight customers. At 
Amazon, we call this Customer Obsession—an unrelenting focus 
on understanding what customers truly want, not just delivering 
what they ask for. Other companies might define it as going beyond 
satisfaction to deliver unexpected value. Whatever term you use, the 
principle is the same: customer-centricity isn’t just a philosophy; 
it’s a commitment to continuous improvement driven by deep 
customer insights.

Generative AI empowers a level of customer centricity that was 
previously unimaginable. Imagine feeding all your customer 
feedback—reviews, surveys, support tickets, social media—into a 
generative AI engine. The AI can then analyze this data to identify 
emerging trends, pinpoint recurring pain points, and even predict 
future customer needs. This lets product teams move beyond 
simply reacting to feedback and proactively anticipate and address 
future customer desires. This takes customer obsession to a whole 
new level, powered by generative AI.

The Voice of the Customer (VoC) represents all the feedback, 
behaviors, and feelings users express about a product or service. It 
includes reviews, surveys, support tickets, social media discussions, 
and usage analytics. The challenge isn’t just collecting this data, but 
turning it into meaningful insights that drive action.

This is where Generative AI can play a transformative role:
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	◗ Summarizing Voice of Customer Data:  AI can process 
huge amounts of customer reviews, support chats, and 
feedback to pull out key pain points, recurring themes, and 
emerging trends.

	◗ Providing Context & Sentiment Analysis: AI can interpret 
the emotion behind feedback, helping teams prioritize 
issues based on urgency and impact.

	◗ Generating Personalized Outreach:  AI-driven 
personalization can create highly tailored product 
recommendations, proactive support responses, and 
marketing messages at scale.

	◗ Proactive Issue Resolution:  AI can detect early signs 
of dissatisfaction and alert teams before a small issue 
becomes a major problem.

	◗ Product Development Insights:  AI can identify unmet 
customer needs, surfacing ideas for new features, 
improvements, or entirely new products.

	◗ A/B Testing & Feedback Loops: AI can analyze real-time 
user behavior to refine product interfaces, messages, and 
customer journeys.

Think of it this way: instead of a product manager manually sifting 
through thousands of customer reviews, they can prompt a 
generative AI tool to summarize the key themes and sentiment. The 
AI can go further, suggesting potential solutions or even drafting 
personalized responses to individual customer concerns. This frees 
up product teams to focus on higher-level strategy and creative 
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problem-solving, while generative AI handles the heavy lifting of 
data analysis and insight generation.

By integrating Generative AI into customer experience strategies, 
companies can automate insight generation, act on feedback faster, 
and deliver hyper-personalized experiences, shifting from reactive 
to proactive customer engagement.

Being customer-obsessed isn’t a one-time thing; it’s an ongoing 
commitment. The companies that thrive listen, anticipate, and act on 
customer needs—sometimes even before they’re voiced. The future 
of product development isn’t just about building great products; 
it’s about building the  right  products, with the  right  insights, at 
the right time.
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User-Centric Principles

Simplicity over Perfection

When working on a new product, we always strive for simplicity, 
even if it means sacrificing perfection initially. We must be careful 
not to add complexity unnecessarily, aiming instead for thoughtful 
and minimal solutions. By focusing on building simple products that 
solve a key problem, we can get our solution to the end user quickly, 
while we continue to perfect it over time. This iterative approach is a 
core focus. Our goal is building solutions; perfection can be achieved 
iteratively with user feedback. We aim for ‘good enough’ to start, 
not perfect right away. This lets us adapt to changing needs and 
circumstances. Keep simplicity at the forefront of all development.

Generative AI can be a powerful tool for achieving this simplicity. By 
generating multiple design options from a simple prompt describing 
the core user need, it helps product teams explore a wider range of 
simple, elegant solutions. Imagine asking the AI to generate various 
UI designs for a mobile app feature, each prioritizing simplicity 
and ease of use. This helps the team quickly identify the most 
effective and user-friendly design without getting bogged down in 
unnecessary complexity.

Understanding the Problem Over Thinking of 
Solutions

Too often, we jump straight to a solution. Before attempting to solve 
anything, though, we must spend time understanding the problems 
and underlying issues our end users face. This requires empathy, 
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research, and collaboration. We must avoid solving problems that 
don’t exist or trying to solve them too soon. By digging deeper into 
the problem, we gain key insights into how we should build our 
solution. This approach leads to products that truly solve an end 
user need, rather than assuming a solution will work. Understand 
first, act second. Always remember to understand the “why” behind 
any issue before attempting a solution.

Generative AI can help teams delve deeper into understanding the 
problem. By analyzing user feedback, support tickets, and even 
social media conversations, the AI can uncover hidden patterns and 
insights that might reveal the root causes of user problems. This 
allows product teams to move beyond surface-level symptoms 
and address the underlying issues driving user frustration. Imagine 
asking the AI, “Why are users abandoning our checkout process?” 
and getting back a detailed analysis of potential reasons based on 
user data.

End-User Needs Over Stakeholder Opinions

While stakeholder opinions are important, the needs of our end user 
must come first in all product decisions. The end user consumes the 
product, and we must be sure we’re solving their problems. Product 
decisions can’t be based on opinion alone; they should be data-
driven and customer-focused. We must prioritize the goals and 
aspirations of our end users, building solutions that improve their 
lives. The best product teams act as advocates for their customers, 
bringing user feedback to the center of all design discussions. Keep 
the end user in mind in every phase of product development.
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Generative AI can help product teams prioritize end-user needs by 
providing data-driven insights into user behavior and preferences. 
This is especially valuable when stakeholder opinions confl ict with 
user needs. Imagine presenting stakeholders with a generative AI 
analysis of user data that clearly shows why a specifi c feature is 
essential for users, even if it goes against initial stakeholder ideas. 
This empowers product teams to make informed decisions based 
on evidence, ensuring the fi nal product truly serves its users.
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MVP vs. MLP in the Age of Generative AI – A New 
Perspective

The difference between MVP (Minimum Viable Product) and MLP 
(Minimum Lovable Product) is still very relevant with Generative AI, 
but how we use them and how they work has fundamentally shifted. 
MVPs used to be about building a functional product with minimal 
effort just to check market assumptions. Now, the focus is shifting 
towards fast, AI-assisted micro-experiments. Thanks to Generative 
AI, MVPs can be thought up, built, and tested in hours—often 
without needing engineering resources. Teams can create multiple 
MVP versions at once, simulate target audiences, and get feedback 
almost instantly. The old linear path of hypothesis -> build -> test is 
becoming an agile loop where ideas are constantly generated and 
validated.

On the other hand, Generative AI significantly expands the concept 
of the MLP. An MLP aims to create products that not only work but 
truly inspire and delight users. Generative AI enables a new depth 
of personalization and emotional intelligence. Product teams can 
generate content, designs, and experiences optimized for emotional 
connection—backed by sentiment analysis, real-time data, and 
creative AI tools. What once took careful craftsmanship can now 
be scaled, copied, and continuously improved. As a result, MLPs are 
becoming not just “lovable” products but adaptive systems that 
dynamically adjust to users’ changing needs.

To help decide if an MVP or MLP approach is better for a specific 
situation, this decision guide can offer support.Generative AI bridges 
the best of both worlds. It allows teams to combine the functionality 
of an MVP with the emotional impact of an MLP—faster, at scale, 
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and continuously learning. In this new reality, product development 
becomes not only more efficient but also more human-centered. 
Those who embrace this integration are building the foundation for 
sustainable product success in the digital age.
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Result-Driven Principles

Quantifying Results Over Assumptions

When developing new products, we cannot base our actions on 
assumptions or gut feelings. We must create key performance 
indicators and develop mechanisms to measure the results of our 
efforts. With accurate data, we are able to quickly iterate our solutions 
and meet the real needs of our end users. Quantifiable data should 
inform all of our key decisions so we can continue to improve. By 
analyzing our approach, we can achieve the most optimal solution. 
Focus on tracking progress at all times. Tracking performance at all 
stages of the product process is key to maximizing our success.

Generative AI can significantly enhance data analysis and the 
quantification of results. Instead of manually tracking and analyzing 
KPIs, product managers can leverage generative AI to automate 
this process. Imagine a generative AI tool that automatically pulls 
data from various sources (like analytics dashboards and user 
feedback databases) and generates reports summarizing key 
performance indicators, highlighting successes and identifying 
areas for improvement. The AI could even go further, suggesting 
potential product adjustments based on the data analysis, helping 
teams make data-driven decisions and optimize their products 
for maximum impact. This moves beyond simple data tracking to 
actionable insights that drive continuous improvement.

Shipping to Learn Over Shipping When Perfect

It is more effective to ship products quickly and learn from the results, 
rather than trying to get everything perfect from the start. With 
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a fast-paced, iterative process, we can collect real user feedback 
quickly to understand what is working and what is not. The act of 
shipping is learning, which allows us to continuously improve, even 
when our initial iteration doesn’t meet our high expectations. The 
aim is to be good enough to learn, not to be perfect, as perfection 
may take too long and might not even meet actual user needs. 
Prioritize gathering data from users early and often.

Generative AI can empower the “ship to learn” principle by 
accelerating the creation of prototypes and MVPs. By generating 
basic versions of product features or even entire user interfaces, 
generative AI can signifi cantly reduce the time it takes to get a 
working product in front of users. This allows for faster feedback 
cycles and more rapid iteration. Imagine using generative AI to 
create a functional prototype of a new mobile app feature in hours, 
allowing you to gather user feedback and iterate on the design 
within days, rather than weeks or months. This faster feedback loop 
accelerates the learning process and enables teams to adapt and 
improve their product more quickly. Furthermore, generative AI can 
be used to create synthetic data for early testing, providing valuable 
insights even before a product launches to real users. This can help 
identify potential usability issues or areas for improvement early on, 
further optimizing the “ship to learn” cycle.
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Team-Focused Principles

Empowered Team Over Micromanagement

Our aim is to create an environment of trust and autonomy where 
our product teams feel empowered to make decisions and have the 
resources needed to achieve our common goals. This requires us 
to reduce the micromanagement of daily operations. A culture of 
empowered autonomy creates accountability and shared ownership 
among team members. When team members feel valued, motivation 
increases, leading to the best possible results. Our role as managers 
is to facilitate a healthy ecosystem, not hinder it. Ensure that teams 
feel empowered to make key decisions.

Generative AI can play a crucial role in empowering teams by 
automating repetitive tasks and providing access to information. 
Imagine a generative AI tool automatically generating meeting 
summaries, creating project status reports, or answering routine 
team questions based on project documentation. This frees up 
team members to focus on higher-level strategic work and creative 
problem-solving, rather than getting bogged down in administrative 
tasks. Furthermore, generative AI can facilitate knowledge sharing 
by providing a central repository of information accessible to all. This 
reduces reliance on individuals as single points of knowledge and 
empowers everyone to contribute more effectively. By automating 
routine tasks and making information more accessible, generative 
AI fosters a more empowered and autonomous team environment. 
Continuous reporting could also be automatically provided to 
managers, helping them support their teams with better guidance 
and the right resources.
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Empowering the Ecosystems Over Private 
Ownership

We operate as a team with a common goal; all resources, tools, 
and data we use must be available to anyone within our product 
ecosystem. This allows for seamless collaboration and lets anyone 
on the team bring solutions to key issues without being blocked by 
process or data silos. This helps us move quickly, ensure progress 
is made, and solve issues quickly with limited red tape. Focus on 
collaboration and open sharing to maximize the team’s potential. 
Remember that when we empower others, we empower ourselves 
to achieve our common goals faster.

Generative AI can further enhance ecosystem empowerment by 
breaking down data silos and facilitating seamless collaboration. 
Imagine a generative AI tool connecting to different data sources 
across the organization (marketing databases, sales CRMs, product 
analytics) and generating unified reports or visualizations for a 
holistic view of the product ecosystem. This allows team members 
from different departments to access and analyze relevant data, 
fostering greater collaboration and informed decision-making. 
Additionally, generative AI can create shared knowledge bases 
and documentation, ensuring everyone has the information they 
need to contribute effectively, regardless of their role. For instance, 
generative AI could analyze code from different parts of the 
product ecosystem and suggest ways to improve integration and 
reduce redundancy, leading to a more cohesive and efficient overall 
system. This promotes a culture of open sharing and collaboration, 
maximizing the team’s collective potential. 
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These principles are the bedrock of our product development 
approach, serving as a reminder of how we will create world-class 
products. Remember these guidelines and focus on them when 
working with your product team.
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 What does it mean to iterate?
To understand iteration, we need to look at the relationship between 
a product’s vision and its development. Having a clear initial vision 
is crucial for creating scalable products. This vision acts as the north 
star, guiding the iterative process by setting initial goals for the 
product’s function and user needs. Even if we plan to build in stages, 
we must consider how each piece fi ts into the bigger picture to 
avoid scalability issues and unexpected costs later on. The iterative 
process involves building a foundation, getting user feedback, and 
evolving through small changes; this initial vision needs to account 
for this dynamic process so it stays relevant as development 
progresses.
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Iteration in Practice
Think about learning to play the guitar. The goal is mastering the 
instrument by building basic skills. You might start by looking at 
books or websites to learn the fundamentals of playing and music 
theory. But to truly master it, you have to move beyond reading 
and actually engage with the instrument. You start with a simple 
melody, then work to add complexity and understanding as you get 
better. This means actively playing, assessing your performance, 
and repeating the cycle with increasingly harder practice pieces. 
This cycle of playing, evaluating, and repeating practice is called 
iteration.

Applying this iterative approach to product development means 
building a minimal version of a product to see how well it works, 
gathering user feedback, and then repeating the process, building on 
the first version until the product is fully realized. This is similar to agile 
development methods, which favor a “learn by doing” approach over 
spending too much time just on research and planning. This doesn’t 
mean planning and research aren’t needed. Instead, it balances 
analysis with hands-on experience. The focus is on shipping quickly, 
learning, improving based on user feedback, and then refining 
again. During iteration, each cycle involves evaluating what worked 
and what didn’t, examining results, doing more research, and then 
refining the product for the next development cycle.

Generative AI can significantly enhance and speed up this iteration 
process. Imagine using generative AI to quickly create multiple 
variations of a user interface, a landing page, or even a core product 
feature. These variations can then be A/B tested with users, and the 
results fed back into the generative AI model. The AI can use this data 
to generate further refined versions, optimizing the design based on 
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real user feedback. This allows for much faster iteration cycles than 
traditional methods, letting product teams quickly explore more 
design options and find the most effective solution. Generative AI 
can also personalize the user experience during testing, tailoring 
product variations to individual users based on their preferences 
and behavior. This provides more targeted feedback and a deeper 
understanding of how different user groups respond to different 
design choices.
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The Challenges of Iteration
While iteration is valuable, it also has potential drawbacks. During 
the process, it’s common for features from earlier iterations not 
to make it into the final version, or for the project to head in an 
unexpected direction based on user feedback. It’s a continuous 
discovery process that might require discarding previous work or 
completely rethinking what you thought was the right solution. Even 
though this approach might seem less efficient than a perfectly 
planned one, it often results in more successful products because 
they are shaped by customer feedback. Steve Jobs and Henry Ford 
both stressed creating solutions users might not even know they 
need yet. Ford famously noted customers would have asked for 
“faster horses,” not a car. This highlights that customers can’t always 
envision the product they need before seeing it in action—and that’s 
what iteration helps uncover.

Therefore, developing and showing working products directly to 
users lets you gather valuable real-time feedback, often better than 
theoretical analysis or focus groups. It’s also an efficient way to assess 
market fit—the demand for a product among potential customers. 
Understanding the real-time reception of a feature or product is key 
to defining the project’s overall direction. This information guides 
the final product, the go-to-market strategy, and identifies market 
needs for a product with a unique selling proposition. A deeper 
analysis of competitor products is also crucial during this time. This 
means not just understanding their functions but also studying 
their customer reviews and identifying features users are missing, 
which can present opportunities to create something unique.

While iteration can lead to unexpected turns, generative AI can help 
lessen some challenges. By analyzing user feedback and market data, 
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generative AI can identify potential roadblocks or concerns early on. 
Imagine a generative AI tool fl agging a potential usability issue with 
a proposed feature based on analyzing similar competitor features 
and user reviews. This lets teams address issues before investing 
signifi cant resources in something that might fail. Furthermore, 
generative AI can explore alternative design solutions when an 
iteration doesn’t work out, helping teams quickly pivot and explore 
new directions without losing valuable time. For example, if user 
feedback shows a feature is too complex, the product manager can 
prompt the AI to generate simplifi ed versions or explore different 
ways to achieve the same user goal. This enables more agile and 
responsive iteration, increasing the chances of success. Even when 
analyzing competitors, generative AI can assist by summarizing 
key features, analyzing customer sentiment towards them, and 
suggesting areas where a new product could stand out and offer 
unique value.
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The Importance of Initial Product 
Vision
Before starting the iterative process, it’s vital to have an initial 
vision for the product’s full scope, while understanding the specific 
problem it solves for the user and their specific needs. This vision 
needs to be communicated to the development team so they can 
establish a scalable foundation and have a reference point. You 
need to consider questions like: “If this product succeeds, can it 
scale correctly?” and “How will this feature be measured to know if 
it’s providing value to our customers?”, as well as “How will we track 
its success?” There have been cases where a team produces an MLP, 
but the foundations aren’t scalable, limiting expansion. In these 
situations, extra time is needed to fix previous work just to expand, 
sometimes even requiring a complete restart. To avoid this, there 
must be an understanding of where the final product is headed 
when making the initial plan and design.

Consider the example of a “permissions manager” feature. If the 
development team doesn’t know the final use case or scope—like 
whether permissions are by page or by item on the page, how admins 
override permissions, or how user roles with inherited permissions 
work—they might have to restart completely if the initial setup can’t 
handle new, unexpected requests.

This is like building a house. If you tell builders you need a foundation 
for a two-story building, but later ask them to turn it into a 50-story 
skyscraper, they probably can’t scale it and will need to start the 
foundation from scratch. It’s much better to tell them your intention 
of building a skyscraper from the start, so they can establish a 
foundation strong enough to support the larger weight. Alternatively, 



The Generative AI Product Manifesto

45THE GENERATIVE AI PRODUCT PLAYBOOK

you could build a condominium complex, adding identical buildings 
as needed. In this horizontal approach, you still need to plan how 
user traffic will be managed, ensuring roads can handle flow in both 
directions.

These analogies show why it’s important to think through the 
full project even when working in stages. Certain fundamental 
components need an initial approach that allows for growth without 
requiring complete overhauls. Building out from the initial vision 
and considering scalability is crucial when iterating for maximum 
product impact. A strong product vision guides development and 
allows you to move effectively towards future growth.

While a clear initial vision is crucial, generative AI can help explore and 
refine it, especially regarding scalability and future growth. Imagine 
using generative AI to simulate different growth scenarios for your 
product. By feeding it data about potential user growth, market 
trends, and technical limits, the AI can project how the product 
might perform under various conditions. This can help spot potential 
scaling bottlenecks early, allowing the team to address them in the 
initial design. For instance, the AI could simulate the “permissions 
manager” performance with 10,000, 100,000, or even 1 million users, 
highlighting potential performance issues or architectural limits 
needing attention before scaling up. Generative AI can also help 
explore different architectural approaches for scalability. Using the 
condominium analogy, the AI could analyze various road layouts 
and traffic strategies to optimize user flow and ensure smooth 
scaling as new “buildings” (features or services) are added. This helps 
the team make more informed decisions about the initial product 
architecture, boosting chances of long-term success. Furthermore, 
generative AI can generate synthetic data representing future 
user behavior and needs, letting the team test the initial vision’s 
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scalability and adaptability against potential future scenarios. This 
proactive approach to scalability testing reduces the risk of costly 
rework later on.
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Create an Adaptive 
Vision, Strategy & 
Structure

To execute a clear vision for a new product, you must create 
a framework supported by strategy and structure. Balancing 
strategic objectives with tactical requirements is essential 

to achieve a product vision and “get things done.” This balance 
ensures daily activities align with larger goals, allowing teams to 
move effectively in a consistent direction while staying flexible. 
Strategic planning outlines the overall objectives and the path to 
achieve them. Tactical implementation manages daily operations 
and actions, bringing the strategic vision to life through measurable 
steps. Without this balance, the vision risks not being realized.
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From Vision to Product Success

Stay Hard on the Vision, but Be Flexible on the 
Strategy

As we’ve touched on regarding the right mindset, establishing a culture 
of empowerment and enablement is crucial for a product operating 
model. To create a successful product, you need a strong, bold vision 
paired with quantifiable objectives. But to truly invent a successful 
product, you also need an adaptive strategy, transformative 
leadership, and a flexible infrastructure. Remember the principle: Be 
hard on the vision, but flexible on the strategy, because the path to 
success is never a straight line. The strategy defines how you plan 
to win. You need a flexible infrastructure offering plenty of tools to 
enable experimentation – this technological setup is key to inventing 
profitable products, which is real innovation. However, forging new 
paths often means facing pushback from within the organization 
– from managers, developers, or other team members. Navigating 
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this resistance and guiding the team through uncertainty requires 
a transformational leadership mindset, one that can champion 
the vision even when the path forward is challenging and requires 
adaptation.

Generative AI can be a powerful tool for creating and adapting both 
strategy and structure. Imagine using a generative AI tool to explore 
different strategic scenarios. By inputting your product vision, market 
data, and competitor analysis, the AI could generate alternative 
strategic pathways to achieve your goals, highlighting potential risks 
and opportunities for each. This helps product leaders make more 
informed decisions about which strategy to pursue and how to 
adjust it when market conditions change. Furthermore, generative 
AI can assist in structuring the implementation plan by generating 
task breakdowns, assigning resources based on skills, and even 
suggesting timelines based on similar projects or providing individual 
learning needs analyses. This helps ensure tactical implementation 
aligns with the overall strategic objectives and maximizes team 
efficiency. The AI can also monitor progress and alert the team to 
potential roadblocks or delays, enabling proactive adjustments to 
the implementation plan.
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Tech and Product Alignment
The relationship between product and tech needs to be clearly 
understood. They are two sides of the same coin. The product side 
focuses on the purpose and user experience, while the tech side 
focuses on implementation and engineering. Technology without 
a purpose is meaningless; it becomes a burden, not an asset. A 
product without a clear tech architecture is a recipe for disaster, 
potentially leading to scalability issues, unexpected costs, or an 
inability to adapt to user needs, making the product unviable. A 
clear tech architecture creates the foundation for a sustainable and 
adaptable product, allowing it to grow and evolve over time without 
piling up unnecessary technical debt.
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Defining Tech Architecture
A clear tech architecture defines the product’s software and 
hardware structure. It outlines how the system is put together, how 
different components interact, and what standards are used. It acts 
as a blueprint to keep the technical aspects consistent. Without 
it, different parts of the product might fail to work together. Tech 
architecture must align with both product requirements and long-
term company goals. It also needs to be flexible enough to adapt 
to market and technology changes, and scalable for future growth. 
This ensures today’s technology decisions don’t become roadblocks 
later on.

Generative AI can be a valuable tool in defining and refining tech 
architecture. Imagine using generative AI to explore different 
architectural options based on product requirements and scalability 
goals. The AI could analyze existing systems, industry best practices, 
and even competitor architectures to generate potential solutions, 
along with their trade-offs. This helps the tech team make more 
informed decisions about which architecture best fits the product 
vision and long-term company goals. Furthermore, generative AI 
can assist in generating code, documentation, and even test cases 
based on the chosen architecture, speeding up implementation and 
ensuring consistency across technical components.
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 Vision and Stakeholder Alignment
Once you understand the need to balance strategy and tech, you 
need to create a vision for stakeholders, communicating clearly and 
setting expectations. Stakeholder management and communication 
are key components of creating a successful product. Stakeholders 
must clearly understand the project’s goals, the process, their roles, 
and the expected outcomes to make decisions, take action, and 
provide effective feedback. Alignment is essential for a cohesive 
and effi cient working environment, preventing miscommunications 
and ensuring everyone works together. With a clear product vision, 
a shared understanding of project goals, and clearly defi ned roles, 
there’s much less chance the project will have confl ict or go off 
track.
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Requests and Strategic Goals

The process starts with understanding the root cause of a problem, 
determining how it aligns with overall strategic goals, and figuring 
out its urgency. Generative AI can help here by analyzing incoming 
requests, assessing their alignment with the roadmap and strategic 
goals, and even suggesting prioritization based on potential impact 
and urgency. This clear understanding, aided by AI insights, forms 
the foundation for implementation and execution. Initial requests 
must contribute to a well-defined roadmap, which is essential 
for keeping projects on track while not losing sight of company-
wide objectives. Urgency then must be assessed by weighing the 
potential impact each request has on product goals and considering 
market demands—should it be delivered sooner rather than later? 
If something is urgent, it may need to jump ahead of something 
less urgent, requiring a certain level of flexibility with the current 
roadmap. Using AI for this initial analysis helps ensure the team 
focuses on the most valuable and impactful work.

Generative AI can also assist with the stakeholder alignment 
discussed earlier. Imagine using it to create personalized reports for 
different stakeholders, summarizing project progress, highlighting 
key achievements, and addressing specific concerns. The AI can also 
generate presentations, visualizations, or even interactive demos 
to effectively communicate the product vision and roadmap. 
Furthermore, generative AI can analyze stakeholder feedback 
(from emails, meeting notes, surveys) to identify key themes and 
sentiment, providing valuable insights into stakeholder perceptions. 
This allows product leaders to proactively address potential conflicts 
or misunderstandings and keep everyone aligned with the product 
vision and strategy.
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Process for Implementation

This understanding must then be translated into a structured 
implementation plan that the team can execute. This ensures a 
more streamlined process with a high likelihood of success. The 
structured process should be a foundation upon which teams 
can move confidently and rapidly. The team must be aware of its 
processes to make informed decisions. This involves breaking the 
work into smaller, more manageable tasks, assigning resources, 
setting deadlines, and creating a method to track progress, such 
as an agile kanban board, which is effective for managing complex 
workflows and projects. With a structure that has a clearly defined 
implementation process, teams can collaborate smoothly, identify 
problems quickly, and ultimately, bring quality products to market 
efficiently. The following chapters will further demonstrate this 
process with examples and explanations.
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Product Design

During the initial implementation phases, developing 
preliminary mockups and designs is often useful. These 
visual representations help clarify ideas for stakeholders and 

ensure approval of the intended direction. Generative AI tools can 
significantly accelerate this; instead of manual creation, you can 
use them to quickly generate various design options from simple 
text prompts describing the desired function. Imagine describing a 
UI element and getting several design variations in seconds. This 
allows for rapid exploration and faster agreement on a design. A 
good practice is to present these concepts, whether AI-generated 
or sketched, as if they were your own understanding of the 
stakeholders’ ideas. This approach facilitates understanding and 
confirms everyone is on the same page. Use mockups, sketches, or 
online examples to support this presentation.

Once there’s clear alignment on requirements, the development of 
MVPs and stages begins, outlining how to reach the final product. This 
iterative process involves careful prioritization. What’s necessary for 
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the core function gets implemented first. Once a solid foundation 
is established, secondary, or “nice to have,” features can be added. 
It’s important to recognize the first iteration should be a simple, 
foundational version. Its purpose is to validate understanding and 
gather essential feedback from everyone involved, including the end 
customer. This initial version likely won’t be intricate, and you can 
expect some embarrassment from its simplicity. Generative AI can 
also assist here by generating variations of MVPs, enabling A/B testing 
and faster iteration based on feedback. The AI can even analyze user 
feedback and suggest design improvements automatically, speeding 
up the process further. This makes embracing the “embarrassment” 
of early versions easier, as generating new iterations becomes quick.

The first iteration is an opportunity to determine if what’s being 
built is the correct and scalable product for both the client and the 
user base. A focus on the core components is necessary to test if 
these initial values are correct and to build upon them.

Focusing on the bare-bones basics helps create a foundation for 
achieving a viable product. By understanding these necessary 
elements, all parties are aligned, making it easier to build a more 
feature-rich product in future iterations.

By presenting the idea as a conceptual understanding of the client’s 
own values, it helps confirm everyone is aligned from the beginning 
and ensures that early feedback solidifies the initial design. The goal 
is to ensure the design is what was intended. Once all parties are 
aligned, an initial minimum viable product can be developed.

These early versions are crucial for gathering the feedback needed to 
improve and grow the product. While creating a user-facing, scalable 
design is important, a product with minimal features will likely prove 
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valuable during development. It allows stakeholders to understand 
the product while highlighting issues or missing features within a 
more direct and approachable model. Moreover, generative AI can 
create personalized design experiences for different user segments 
during this phase, allowing for targeted testing and feedback, 
ensuring the final design resonates with the intended audience.

This process is critical for validating product ideas quickly and 
cheaply. There should be an understanding that the first iteration 
is merely a first step, not the final version. By embracing this idea, 
teams and product leaders will be more accepting of earlier models 
and will learn valuable lessons throughout the product lifecycle.

As Reid Hoffman famously stated: “If you are not embarrassed by 
the first version of your product, you’ve launched too late.” This 
quote reinforces the importance of shipping early and iterating 
frequently, rather than striving for perfection in the initial release. 
The focus should always be on early adoption to get feedback for 
refining the product. This feedback will be crucial in later stages of 
product design and will allow for constant growth of the overall 
concept as well as the business itself. By integrating generative 
AI into the design process, teams can iterate faster, explore more 
options, gather feedback more efficiently, and ultimately achieve 
better product outcomes.
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User Centricity / 
Product Market Fit

Early-stage feedback is paramount in product development. 
It’s the means to understand and validate core assumptions 
efficiently and cost-effectively. This process minimizes 

resource spending while providing invaluable insights for product 
refinement. A customer-obsessed approach is critical here, as 
customers continuously push a product towards excellence. By 
definition, customers always seek more value, readily voice their 
complaints, and implicitly provide competitive benchmarks. This 
creates a constant feedback loop, encouraging a focused approach 
to product enhancements.

Many companies prioritize a competitor-obsessed strategy, where 
internal focus shifts towards monitoring and replicating competitor 
products, often neglecting their own potential value proposition. 
While competitive awareness is useful, excessive focus can stifle 
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true innovation and differentiation. Generative AI can help here 
by analyzing competitor products and customer reviews of those 
products, providing valuable competitive intelligence without 
requiring extensive manual research. This allows product teams to 
stay informed about the competitive landscape while maintaining 
a primary focus on their own users and unique value proposition. A 
“me too” strategy might be acceptable for early-stage companies 
quickly scaling to match larger competitors, but it may not be 
viable for market leaders. When a company leads an industry, 
focusing on competitive feature parity can be more harmful than 
beneficial; leading innovation requires a deeper focus on users than 
the competition. Focusing on customer needs provides a more 
sustainable advantage, building longer-term relationships beyond 
surface feature parity.

Establishing direct customer contact is a critical component of 
product development. A business inevitably moves further away 
from customer interactions as it grows from a small team of 10 to 
a larger corporation. In a 10-person company, all team members 
are typically in direct contact with the customer, ensuring a laser 
focus on their needs and wants. As a company scales, decision-
making often shifts to middle management, who don’t directly 
interact with customers. They rely on proxies—metrics, processes, 
feedback mechanisms—which create an abstraction of the user’s 
actual needs. Generative AI can be a game-changer here, especially 
as companies scale. Imagine using it to analyze vast amounts of 
customer feedback data from various sources (surveys, reviews, 
support tickets, social media). The AI can identify key themes, 
sentiment, and unmet needs, providing product teams with a deep 
understanding of the customer experience, even without direct 
interaction with every individual. This helps bridge the gap that 
often forms as companies grow, ensuring the voice of the customer 
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remains central even when relying on proxies, which can otherwise 
slow decision-making and create a sense of heavy weight and 
potentially irreversible decisions, impacting innovation.

Maintaining a streamlined, flexible decision-making process is vital 
to prevent this slowdown. Leaders must foster an environment where 
team members are encouraged to make informed decisions quickly 
and effectively. This requires creating a culture that enables learning 
from mistakes and encourages “failing forward.” By maintaining 
this balance of direct feedback loops (whether direct contact or 
AI-enhanced analysis) and fast iteration of product, a business can 
create a continuous feedback loop that constantly pushes for a 
stronger product and clearer vision.

Following the customer’s vision creates longer pathways towards 
product maturity than simply chasing features from competition. 
This process starts from the initial user-centric design to a fully 
mature product with a clear market fit and dedicated audience. 
By maintaining a direct channel of communication with the user 
(or leveraging AI to synthesize that communication at scale), 
businesses gain invaluable insight into how their product can best 
serve user needs. This deep-level user engagement, coupled with 
fast iteration and validated learning through market validation, 
ensures a steady path towards product market fit and long-term 
growth. Generative AI can further enhance this by personalizing 
the customer experience, tailoring product features, messaging, or 
support interactions to individual preferences. For example, AI could 
analyze past behavior to suggest relevant features or personalize 
onboarding. This level of personalization, difficult to achieve manually 
at scale, fosters stronger relationships. Additionally, generative AI 
can create simulated user environments or synthetic data to test 
features  before  release, providing insights into usability issues or 
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improvements, accelerating the feedback loop, reducing risk, and 
strengthening the path to product market fi t.
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Product Owner

The Product Owner role is central to successful product 
development using the Scrum framework. This individual is 
responsible for maximizing the value of the product resulting 

from the work of the development team, which directly links to 
the product’s overarching vision, strategy and structure. A Product 
Owner ensures that the team focuses on the most important work, 
aligning development efforts with strategic business goals and user 
needs. They do this by understanding the needs of the customer, 
defining features that directly satisfy their needs, communicating 
these priorities to the team, and making sure that this vision is 
followed during development. In effect, the value that a Product 
Owner brings is clear direction and prioritization for the team, 
allowing them to focus on building what the customer needs, to the 
best of their abilities.
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 The Evolving Role of the Product Owner 
in the Generative AI Era
The Product Owner (PO) remains a pivotal role in successful 
product development, regardless of the specifi c agile framework 
used. This individual is responsible for maximizing product value, 
aligning development efforts with strategic business goals and user 
needs. Traditionally, the PO achieves this through deep customer 
understanding, feature defi nition, prioritization, and ensuring the 
team adheres to the product vision. The core value a PO brings 
is clear direction, allowing the team to focus on building the right 
things.
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Generative AI is poised to revolutionize the PO’s work, shifting their 
focus from tactical execution to strategic thinking and creative 
exploration. While the core responsibilities of understanding users 
and maximizing product value remain,  how  these responsibilities 
are carried out is evolving. Generative AI empowers the PO through 
automated insights and analysis, processing vast amounts of 
user data, market trends, and competitor information to provide 
synthesized insights and actionable recommendations. This reduces 
manual analysis time, letting the PO focus on strategic interpretation. 
Imagine prompting an AI tool, “What are the biggest unmet needs 
of our users in the productivity software market?” and getting a 
comprehensive report summarizing feedback, competitor analysis, 
and trends. This leads to enhanced prioritization and road mapping, 
as Generative AI can assist by analyzing a feature’s potential impact 
on key metrics, user satisfaction, and business goals, allowing for 
more data-driven choices rather than just intuition. The AI might 
even suggest an optimal development order based on predicted 
value. Furthermore, Generative AI enables rapid prototyping and 
experimentation by quickly generating mockups, prototypes, or even 
code snippets, allowing the PO to test ideas and get user feedback 
early without significant development effort – for instance, using 
AI to generate UI variations for A/B testing. It also helps create 
personalized customer experiences tailored to individual needs, 
like generating personalized recommendations or onboarding flows 
based on user data, delivering more value and improving satisfaction. 
Finally, Generative AI improves communication and collaboration by 
assisting in generating reports, presentations, and other materials 
for stakeholders, ensuring clear messaging – perhaps even creating 
personalized reports summarizing progress for specific stakeholder 
interests.
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As generative AI continues to evolve, the PO role will likely shift even 
further towards strategic thinking, creative exploration, and user 
empathy. The PO of the future will be less of a backlog administrator 
and more of a product visionary. They will leverage AI to focus on 
understanding the “why” behind user needs, not just the “what,” 
as AI handles the tactical details, freeing them to delve deeper 
into motivations. They can explore innovative solutions and push 
design boundaries, using AI to generate a wider range of options 
for experimentation. They will build stronger user relationships 
by creating hyper-personalized experiences, with AI handling the 
scaling while the PO focuses on genuine connection. The PO also 
becomes more of a strategic advisor to the business, using AI-
powered insights to inform product strategy and guide the business 
towards long-term market success.

The key takeaway is that while the core principles of product 
ownership remain constant, the tools and techniques are rapidly 
changing. By embracing generative AI, product owners can enhance 
their effectiveness, unlock new levels of creativity, and deliver 
exceptional product experiences in the years to come.



Product Owner

76 THE GENERATIVE AI PRODUCT PLAYBOOK

Agility is Journey not a Process 

Charles Darwin famously stated that survival does not favor the 
strongest species, but rather those that can quickly adapt to 
change. This principle is just as relevant in the world of product 
development. For a company to thrive in today’s rapidly evolving 
market, it must embrace an adaptive mindset—one deeply ingrained 
in both operational execution and strategic decision-making.

The Agile Transformation Journey

Agility is not a static process—it is an evolutionary journey that 
unfolds in stages. Most companies start with a Waterfall mindset, 
where planning is rigid, and innovation is stifled by bureaucratic 
structures. But as the realization sets in that Waterfall is not the 
right approach for building innovative products, the transformation 
begins:
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Agile 1.0: Laying the Foundation

The first stage, Agile 1.0, involves laying the foundation, often 
starting with the introduction of Scrum. This brings structure, 
helping teams break work into manageable increments and 
incorporate continuous feedback. However, while Scrum enhances 
team-level agility, companies often struggle to scale its benefits. As 
organizations progress, they recognize the need for external agile 
coaching to refine processes and instill an agile mindset, marking 
the transition from a Beginner stage to a Rising Star, where teams 
might start exploring Kanban for greater workflow flexibility.

Agile 2.0: Scaling Agility Across the Organization

The next stage, Agile 2.0, focuses on scaling agility across the 
organization. True transformation requires strategic alignment 
beyond team-level practices. Companies move beyond basic Scrum 
and Kanban to adopt flexible planning and budgeting models. 
Management shifts from rigid execution plans towards frameworks 
like SMART goals, Management by Objectives (MBO), or Objectives 
and Key Results (OKRs) to drive measurable outcomes and foster a 
culture of innovation where teams are empowered to experiment. 
This phase, where organizations evolve into Champions of agility, 
marks a significant cultural shift, but new challenges often emerge as 
different departments struggle to synchronize their transformation.

	◗ SMART goals and Management by Objectives (MBO)

	◗ Objectives and Key Results (OKRs) to drive measurable 
outcomes

	◗ A culture of innovation, empowering teams to experiment 
and learn
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This phase—where organizations evolve into Champions of agility—
marks a significant cultural shift. However, new challenges emerge as 
different departments and leadership teams struggle to synchronize 
their agile transformation.

Agile 3.0: Achieving High-Performance Agility

Finally, Agile 3.0 aims for high-performance agility. Even when 
strategic and technical levels embrace agility, organizational friction 
often persists because agility is a social system. Complex decision 
hierarchies, dependencies, and communication gaps can hinder 
collaboration despite agile maturity. To operate at the highest 
level, organizations must cultivate a Purpose-Driven Culture. This is 
backed by data-driven decision-making, clear leadership principles 
and team tenets reinforcing agility, personal and system coaching 
to improve collaboration within and between departments, and 
methodologies like Experience-Based Acceleration (EBA) to drive 
effectiveness. At this stage, an organization reaches what we 
describe as Mixed Agile Arts, where agility is no longer just about 
processes but is an inherent part of how teams, leadership, and 
culture interact to drive innovation and success.

Even when both the strategic and technical levels of an organization 
embrace agility, organizational friction persists. This is because 
agility is not just a methodology—it’s a social system. Complex 
decision hierarchies, dependencies, and communication gaps often 
hinder collaboration, slowing down execution despite agile maturity.

To truly operate at the highest level, organizations must cultivate a 
Purpose-Driven Culture, backed by:
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	◗ Data-driven decision-making

	◗ Leadership principles and team tenets that reinforce 
agility at all levels

	◗ Personal and system coaching to enhance intra and 
interdepartmental collaboration

	◗ Experience-Based Acceleration (EBA) methodologies to 
drive effectiveness.

At this stage, an organization reaches what we describe as Mixed 
Agile Arts, a level where agility is no longer confined to processes 
but becomes an inherent part of how teams, leadership, and culture 
interact to drive innovation and success.
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From Silos to Cross-Functional Agile 
Teams: Enabling Speed, Ownership, and 
Value

Breaking Organizational Silos

In large organizations, work is often structured in rigid silos. Each 
department functions independently, passing work sequentially 
from one group to the next. This creates inefficiencies, delays, 
and miscommunication – often like a game of “Chinese Whispers,” 
where the original intent of requirements gets distorted with every 
handover.

A traditional siloed product development cycle typically looks like 
this: Business teams define requirements and hand them off to 
business development. Business development creates a business 
case and passes it to product or project management. Project or 
product management designs concepts with UI/UX teams before 
sending them to software development. Software development 
builds the architecture, plans resources, and hands it off to 
operations. Finally, operations implement the product and sends it 
back to the requesting department.

By the time the product reaches the customer, organizations often 
face two major problems. First, there’s misalignment with the 
original request – stakeholders say, “This is not what I expected.” 
Second, there’s uncertainty about customer reception because the 
product is launched without direct validation from real users. This 
model results in excessive rework, miscommunication, and slow 
time-to-market.
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A traditional siloed product development cycle looks like this:

1.	 Business teams define requirements and hand them off 
to business development.

2.	 Business development creates a business case and passes 
it to product or project management.

3.	 Project or Product management designs concepts 
alongside UI/UX teams before forwarding them to software 
development.

4.	 Software development builds architecture, creates a 
resource plan, and hands it off to operations.

5.	 Operations implements the product and sends it back to 
the requesting department.

By the time the product reaches the customer, organizations often 
face two major problems:



Product Owner

82 THE GENERATIVE AI PRODUCT PLAYBOOK

1.	 Misalignment with the original request – The stakeholders 
say, “This is not what I expected.”

2.	 Uncertainty about customer reception – The product is 
launched without direct validation from real users.

This model results in excessive rework, miscommunication, and 
slow time-to-market.

Building Cross-Functional Agile Teams

To eliminate these inefficiencies, organizations must shift from 
sequential workflows to integrated, cross-functional teams. Instead 
of isolated departments, agile teams should be customer-focused 
and collaborative from the start.
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The Power of Cross-Functional Teams

To eliminate these inefficiencies, organizations must shift from 
sequential workflows to integrated, cross-functional teams. Instead 
of isolated departments, agile teams should be customer-focused 
and collaborative right from the start.

In high-performing organizations, these cross-functional teams 
form the backbone of innovation and speed. They operate with a 
unified purpose, bringing diverse skill sets together around a shared 
mission. At the heart of their success is a deep commitment to 
customer-centric collaboration. Rather than relying on second-
hand interpretations of customer feedback, every team member 
gets direct access to anecdotes, numbers, data, and real-world 
facts. This unfiltered connection to the customer empowers each 
person to make informed decisions, contribute meaningfully, and 
understand the “why” behind their work. Continuous user validation 
plays a crucial role throughout the journey, anchoring every decision 
in real customer needs and ensuring solutions stay relevant from 
start to finish.

A defining trait of cross-functional teams is their ability to break 
down traditional silos. Work is no longer shuffled linearly between 
departments. Instead, teams composed of business leads, product 
managers, designers, engineers, and operations experts sit together 
from the beginning. This model encourages fluid communication, 
faster feedback cycles, and collective problem-solving, transforming 
the team into a single, adaptive unit focused on delivering value, not 
just a collection of isolated roles.

Ownership also shifts fundamentally in this setup. Development 
and operations aren’t separate concerns anymore. In a DevOps 
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mindset, technology teams embrace end-to-end responsibility: 
they build the product, run it in production, and maintain it over 
time. This integrated approach improves reliability and performance 
and drives greater accountability. Similarly, product teams don’t 
just focus on initial launches; they take charge of the entire product 
lifecycle, from discovery and validation to post-launch optimization 
and iteration. This ongoing ownership strengthens the link between 
vision and execution and lets teams respond quickly to market or 
user behavior changes.

Together, these elements—customer-first thinking, dismantling 
silos, and full lifecycle ownership—create a powerful foundation for 
agile, resilient, and impactful product teams.

Failure Points and the Product Owner’s Role in 
Preventing Them

Cross-functional teams are a cornerstone of modern product 
development, offering a framework for speed, alignment, and better 
product market fit. When done well, especially within agile methods 
like Scrum, this approach can transform value delivery. However, 
even in seemingly well-structured agile environments, misalignment 
and inefficiencies can still emerge. The breakdown often isn’t due 
to a lack of process but gaps in coordination, communication, and 
decision ownership.

One frequent failure point arises when stakeholder expectations 
diverge from what the team is actually building. Despite regular 
sprint reviews, subtle shifts in understanding or strategy can lead 
teams down a path misaligned with broader objectives. Another 
common issue is friction caused by delays—waiting for feedback, 
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approvals, or clarification from external decision-makers—which 
erodes momentum and frustrates the team. Compounding this is 
the challenge of navigating unclear or frequently shifting priorities, 
leaving the team unsure of what matters most.

At the center of preventing these pitfalls is the Product Owner. This 
role is much more than a backlog manager; it’s a leadership position 
rooted in clarity, decisiveness, and alignment. A strong Product Owner 
ensures everything the team works on supports the larger product 
vision. This involves more than just communicating the roadmap; it 
means actively shaping priorities based on evolving data, feedback, 
and business needs. When opinions clash or direction is unclear, the 
Product Owner must be empowered to make fast, evidence-based 
decisions. Their confidence and clarity prevent the team from 
stalling and maintain forward momentum.

Just as important as decisiveness is the environment the Product 
Owner creates. Teams perform best when they trust someone is 
guiding the product with care and conviction. Stakeholders also 
need confidence that their input is heard, but not at the expense of 
speed or focus. When the Product Owner builds this trust, balancing 
openness with authority, the team is freed to concentrate on 
delivery rather than politics.

Ultimately, the Product Owner’s role is about enabling. By protecting 
the team from ambiguity, shielding them from unnecessary delays, 
and championing the product vision, the Product Owner becomes 
the team’s compass. Their leadership transforms potential failure 
points into moments of alignment, allowing the team to move with 
purpose, confidence, and agility.
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Communication – The Glue That Holds Everything 
Together

In the fast-moving world of agile teams, communication isn’t just a 
support function—it’s the invisible force holding everything together. 
While frameworks like Scrum or Kanban provide structure, the quality 
of communication within and around the team determines whether 
that structure thrives or collapses. Successful agile teams recognize 
that transparency, structure, and proactivity in communication are 
what truly enable speed, focus, and trust.

One powerful tool is asynchronous updates. These let information 
flow without forcing immediate context switching or unnecessary 
meetings. When feedback or decisions are needed, a clear message 
structure—highlighting the issue, offering a proposed solution, and 
posing a specific question—can significantly improve clarity and 
responsiveness. It gives stakeholders space to digest and respond 
on their own time while keeping development uninterrupted.

Still, there are times when real-time conversation is essential. 
Short, focused check-ins provide space for quick alignment, 
clarification, and resolution. These synchronous moments act as 
pressure-release valves, preventing long, tangled message threads 
or misunderstandings from slowing progress. Used wisely, they 
maintain momentum while ensuring everyone is heard.

But even with good async and sync practices, alignment doesn’t 
happen by accident; it requires intentional reinforcement. 
Overcommunication might sound inefficient, but in agile 
environments with shifting priorities and parallel workstreams, 
repeating key updates ensures no one misses critical context. Clarity 
needs to be broadcasted, not assumed.
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At its core, effective communication is action-oriented. It doesn’t 
just share information—it drives decisions, clears roadblocks, and 
connects dots. It enables each team member to move forward 
confidently, knowing they’re working on the right things and 
contributing to something coherent. In agile teams, communication 
isn’t an afterthought; it’s the medium through which alignment, 
trust, and velocity are built.
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Key Takeaway – Agility Requires 
Ownership, Alignment, and Speed
The transformation from traditional, siloed organizations to cross-
functional agile teams represent more than just a shift in workflows 
or adopting new tools. It’s a deep, structural rethinking of how value 
is created, how decisions are made, and how people collaborate. This 
evolution isn’t just about moving faster—it’s about moving smarter, 
with greater clarity, purpose, and cohesion.

At the heart of this change lies the principle of ownership. When 
individuals and teams are trusted with full responsibility for the 
outcomes they create, something powerful happens. They care more 
deeply, move more decisively, and innovate more boldly. Ownership 
instills accountability, but it also brings pride and energy into the 
work, closing the gap between intent and execution by turning ideas 
into outcomes through empowered action.

But ownership without alignment leads to chaos. That’s why 
communication and coordination are essential companions to 
speed. When teams align on the vision, understand the customer, 
and know what truly matters, they can prioritize confidently. 
Misunderstandings shrink, handovers disappear, and teams waste 
less time debating direction—they simply move. Cross-functional 
collaboration ensures every perspective—business, design, 
engineering, operations—is present from the start, creating tighter 
feedback loops and more resilient solutions.

Speed, in this context, isn’t reckless acceleration. It’s the result of 
removing friction, eliminating delays, and empowering fast, informed 
decision-making. It comes from clarity of purpose, continuous 
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validation, and an environment where it’s safe to learn quickly and 
adapt. Speed isn’t the goal itself, but a natural byproduct of healthy, 
aligned, and empowered teams.

In the end, agility isn’t just a framework or a checklist. It is a cultural 
shift—a way of thinking and working that puts collaboration, 
ownership, and constant improvement at the center. It demands 
openness, humility, and a willingness to challenge old assumptions. 
When organizations embrace this mindset, they don’t just ship faster. 
They build better. They align more deeply with their customers. And 
they unlock the full potential of their teams.
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Product Leader’s 
Superpower: Asking 
the Right Questions

The Questions We Must Ask: Are We 
Doing the Right Things?

So, let’s start with some crucial questions. Scrum, at its core, 
can appear simple: the Product Owner receives requirements 
and ensures they are implemented effectively. But is that truly 

enough? The real challenge in product development isn’t just “doing 
things right”; it’s ensuring the team is “doing the right things” in the 
first place. We must constantly ask ourselves: How do we know we 
are solving the right problem? Who is this product actually being built 
for, and what specific needs does it address? And critically, how do 
we validate that our proposed solution is valuable before investing 
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heavily in development? Without a clear understanding of users’ 
needs and expectations, teams can quickly lose alignment, leading 
to inefficiencies, conflicts, and delays in strategic decision-making.

The key questions that must be asked are:

	◗ How do we know we are solving the right problem?

	◗ Who is the product being built for, and what needs does 
it address?

	◗ How do we validate that our solution is valuable before 
investing heavily in development?

Without a clear understanding of the users’ needs and expectations, 
teams can quickly lose alignment, creating inefficiencies, conflicts, 
and delays in strategic decision-making.

The Fundamental Conflict: Product vs. Tech

A common misalignment often exists between product management 
and tech teams. While both departments contribute to the same 
objective—delivering high-quality products—their approaches can 
be fundamentally different. IT and engineering teams typically focus 
on  doing things right. They prioritize stability, performance, and 
security, ensuring solutions are robust, scalable, and maintainable. 
Their goal is to minimize risk, ensure business continuity, and 
optimize operational efficiency. 
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Product management, on the other hand, focuses on doing the right 
things. Their main concerns involve defi ning what customers expect, 
identifying how to increase revenue, and fi nding ways to improve 
the user experience rapidly. This mindset requires experimentation, 
iteration, and a willingness to take risks. This fundamental difference 
in perspective creates a natural confl ict. Product teams often 
operate in an experimentation mode, while IT teams are designed 
to maintain highly effi cient and reliable systems. If this confl ict 
isn’t addressed, it leads to slow execution, misaligned priorities, and 
frustration on both sides.
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 The Solution: Separating the Discovery and 
Delivery Tracks

To balance speed, agility, and robustness, a structured approach 
is needed. By separating innovation from execution, teams can 
optimize their workfl ow while ensuring that both experimentation 
and stability can coexist effectively. This approach is known as the 
Discovery and Delivery model. Already in 2012 Marty Cagan and Jeff 
Patton started to discuss the idea of “dual-track scrum”.
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The Discovery Track: Doing the Right 
Things
The Discovery Track is where innovation happens. It’s dedicated 
to understanding the user, exploring ideas, and validating 
solutions  before  committing to full-scale development. This track 
has several key phases. First is Ideation, which begins by identifying 
the target customer and their pain points. This step requires working 
backward from the user to define the ideal customer experience. 
The goal is to generate multiple potential solutions before deciding 
which one to pursue. Next, the team moves into the Prototyping 
phase, developing lightweight, testable versions of the product, 
like interactive demos, wireframes, or low-code experiments. The 
objective here is to explore different solutions quickly and cost-
effectively. Then comes Validation, using a mix of qualitative data 
(from user interviews, surveys, usability labs) and quantitative data 
(from A/B testing, tracking user behavior, analyzing metrics) to see 
if the product meets customer needs. Finally, Decisions are made 
based on these insights. If the concept shows potential, it’s refined. 
If data indicates limited value, the idea might be abandoned. If 
validation is strong, the solution moves to the next stage: full-scale 
implementation in the Delivery Track.

This track consists of several key phases:

1.	 Ideation begins with identifying the target customer and 
their pain points. This step requires working backward from 
the user to define the ideal customer experience. The goal 
is to generate multiple potential solutions before deciding 
which one to pursue.
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2.	 The team moves into the prototyping phase, where 
lightweight, testable versions of the product are developed. 
These prototypes may take the form of interactive demos, 
wireframes, or low-code experiments. The objective is to 
explore different solutions quickly and cost-effectively.

3.	 Validation takes place through a combination of qualitative 
and quantitative data collection. Qualitative feedback can 
be gathered through user interviews, surveys, and usability 
labs. Quantitative validation can involve A/B testing, 
tracking user behavior, and analyzing metrics that indicate 
whether the product meets customer needs.

4.	 Decisions are made based on the insights gathered. If the 
product concept shows potential, it is refined further. If the 
data indicates limited value, the idea may be abandoned. 
If the validation is strong, the solution moves to the next 
stage: full-scale implementation in the Delivery Track.
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The Delivery Track: Doing Things Right
Once a product concept is validated in Discovery, it enters the Delivery 
Track. Here, the focus shifts from experimentation to execution, 
ensuring the product is built to meet high-quality engineering 
standards. This track also has key phases. First, the Foundation is 
established with clean, maintainable code and high-performance 
architecture, considering scalability, security, and cost-efficiency to 
avoid technical debt later. Then, Process Automation is introduced 
using tools for automated testing, continuous integration, and 
infrastructure management to ensure changes can be deployed 
quickly and reliably. Next, Monitoring and Alerting systems are 
implemented to track product performance and operations in real-
world conditions, allowing issues to be identified and addressed 
before they impact customers. Finally, the product is Optimized 
for long-term sustainability, focusing on high availability, security 
compliance, and operational resilience. The goal is to create a 
system that can handle high traffic, prevent security breaches, and 
provide a seamless user experience.

This track has several key phases:

1.	 The foundation is established with clean, maintainable 
code and high-performance architecture. Scalability, 
security, and cost-efficiency are taken into account to 
ensure that the product can grow over time without 
technical debt.

2.	 Process automation is introduced to improve efficiency. 
Automated testing, continuous integration, and 
infrastructure management ensure that changes can be 
deployed quickly and reliably.
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3.	 Monitoring and alerting systems are implemented to 
track product performance and operations in real-world 
conditions. This ensures that any issues can be identified 
and addressed before they impact customers.

4.	 The product is optimized for long-term sustainability. High 
availability, security compliance, and operational resilience 
become key considerations. The goal is to create a system 
that can withstand high traffic, prevent security breaches, 
and provide a seamless user experience.

At this stage, the product is no longer an experiment, it is the 
operational, robust MLP that is ready for large-scale use.



Product Leader’s Superpower: Asking the Right Questions

99THE GENERATIVE AI PRODUCT PLAYBOOK

From Vibe Coding to Validation: 
Accelerating Discovery with Generative 
AI Prototypes
In the previous chapter, we established the critical distinction 
between the Discovery and Delivery tracks—the essential dance 
between ensuring we’re building the right product and the meticulous 
effort of building that product  right. While success demands 
mastery of both, the Discovery phase often encounters a significant 
impediment. This is the phase where we immerse ourselves in the 
user’s world, brainstorm potential solutions, and rigorously test 
our foundational assumptions. Yet, the very process of turning an 
initial concept, even a rough one, into something tangible enough 
for meaningful interaction and validation is frequently fraught with 
delay. Traditional workflows, often involving sequential handoffs for 
detailed specifications, design iterations, and engineering cycles 
just to create a basic interactive model, introduce substantial 
latency precisely when agility and rapid learning are paramount. This 
inherent lag between an idea’s conception and the ability to gather 
feedback on an interactive experience exponentially increases the 
risk of allocating valuable resources—time, budget, and focus—down 
paths that ultimately prove fruitless.

Generative AI emerges as a transformative force capable of shattering 
this persistent bottleneck. We now move from acknowledging AI’s 
potential to applying it practically within the Discovery process. 
Imagine harnessing AI’s capacity to interpret natural language 
descriptions and generate functional code to conjure interactive 
prototypes directly from a product concept or a described user 
experience. This practice, whether termed  Concept-to-Code 
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Prototyping  or the more evocative  Vibe Coding, represents a 
powerful method to dramatically accelerate the “build” component 
of the build-measure-learn cycle, specifically tuned for the high-
velocity iteration demanded during product discovery.

This approach signifies a leap beyond merely speeding up the 
creation of static wireframes or polished mockups. The objective 
here is far more ambitious: to generate semi-functional prototypes. 
These are not just pictures of an interface; they are rudimentary 
applications instantiated in code, possessing working user flows, 
interactive controls that respond to input, and basic logic structures. 
While backend systems might be simulated and data temporarily 
mocked, the critical factor is that the user can interact with the core 
intended experience, allowing for evaluation that goes beyond visual 
assessment. This capability allows teams to test the feel and flow of 
an interaction far earlier in the process than traditional methods 
typically permit.

Adopting this technique fundamentally reshapes the nature of 
the initial input required from product teams during the nascent 
stages of exploration. Instead of demanding exhaustive, upfront 
documentation detailing every edge case or pixel-perfect design 
specifications before the core value proposition is even validated, 
the focus shifts. The primary catalyst becomes the team’s ability 
to clearly articulate the core problem being addressed, the 
intended user journey, the pivotal interactions within that journey, 
and, crucially, the desired  experiential quality—the “vibe”—of the 
proposed solution. Is the interaction meant to feel swift and highly 
efficient, guiding the user purposefully? Or is it designed to be more 
exploratory, perhaps playful or reassuring? Should the interface 
present dense information for expert users, or adopt a minimalist, 
focused approach for simplicity? Translating this strategic intent 
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and experiential goal into rich, descriptive natural language provides 
the necessary input for the AI to begin its work.

The Generative AI model, in turn, acts as an instant implementation 
partner. It processes the natural language description—the articulated 
concept and vibe—and translates it into a functional codebase. This 
act of translation transforms abstract thoughts and whiteboard 
sketches into an interactive reality almost instantaneously. The 
result is a tangible artifact that the team can immediately react to, 
critique, refine, and, most importantly, use for validation.
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Executing the Concept-to-Code 
Prototyping Workflow: A Narrative 
Approach
Successfully leveraging this technique feels less like following a rigid 
checklist and more like engaging in an iterative dialogue with an AI 
collaborator. The process unfolds organically, guided by the need to 
progressively refine the concept toward something testable.

It begins with articulating the core concept and vibe. The product 
manager or designer synthesizes the initial idea, focusing on the 
essential elements needed for the first validation step. They describe 
the primary user task, the critical steps involved in the flow, the 
necessary information to be presented or captured at each stage, 
and the overarching experiential goal. Instead of writing formal 
requirements, they might describe it conversationally: “Imagine 
a simple checkout flow for our e-commerce app. The first screen 
shows the items in the cart with quantities and prices, plus a total. 
There needs to be a prominent ‘Proceed to Payment’ button. The feel 
should be secure and straightforward. Clicking that button takes the 
user to a screen asking for shipping address input – standard fields 
like name, address line 1, city, state, zip. We need validation on the 
zip code format. A ‘Continue to Billing’ button moves them forward. 
The final screen needs fields for credit card number, expiry date, and 
CVV, again with basic validation, and a ‘Place Order’ button. Let’s aim 
for a clean, trustworthy design using our standard brand colors.“

This description is then fed into the Generative AI tool chosen for the 
task. Selecting the right tool is key, considering the target platform 
(web, mobile) and the desired fidelity. The prompt’s effectiveness 
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hinges on clarity and sufficient detail; vague instructions yield vague 
results. As the AI generates the initial output, usually providing both 
the code and a live preview, the team immediately engages in review. 
This first version is rarely perfect. It’s Draft Zero. Does it function as 
described? Is the flow logical? Does it evoke the intended “secure 
and straightforward” vibe?

Now begins the crucial iteration loop, the heart of the Vibe Coding 
process. Using natural language, the team provides corrective 
feedback directly to the AI. “The ‘Proceed to Payment’ button is 
too small; make it full width.” “Let’s add a summary of the shipping 
address on the billing screen for confirmation.” “The error message 
for the zip code validation isn’t clear; change it to ‘Please enter 
a valid 5-digit US zip code’.” “Can we try placing the order total 
prominently at the top of each screen?” The AI processes this 
feedback, regenerates the prototype, and the review cycle repeats. 
This rapid, conversational refinement—describe, generate, review, 
refine—allows the team to explore variations, fix usability issues, and 
converge on a suitable prototype within hours, bypassing traditional 
design and development cycles.

Finally, once the prototype effectively captures the core concept 
intended for testing, it’s prepared for validation. This might involve 
deploying the generated web code to a temporary URL, using the 
tool’s built-in sharing features, or packaging a simple mobile build. 
The key is to make it easily accessible for user testing sessions or 
stakeholder reviews, ensuring it’s stable enough to support the 
validation goals without unnecessary friction.



Product Leader’s Superpower: Asking the Right Questions

104 THE GENERATIVE AI PRODUCT PLAYBOOK

Unlocking New Capabilities for Product 
Teams: Beyond Speed
Integrating Concept-to-Code prototyping into the Discovery toolkit 
doesn’t just make things faster; it fundamentally enhances the 
team’s ability to navigate uncertainty and validate ideas effectively. 
The most obvious benefit is the dramatic acceleration of validation 
cycles. The time compressed from weeks or months down to days 
or hours allows for significantly more learning loops within any given 
period, increasing the velocity of insight generation.

This speed directly enables low-cost hypothesis exploration. Instead 
of lengthy debates about the best approach for a particular user 
flow or interaction pattern, the team can simply generate multiple 
variations and test them comparatively with real users. “Should the 
filter options be a sidebar or a dropdown?” Generate both. Test both. 
Get empirical data quickly, minimizing the investment in options 
that don’t resonate.

Furthermore, an interactive prototype serves as a far superior 
tool for  communication and alignment. Abstract descriptions 
and static mockups are open to interpretation, often leading to 
misunderstandings between product, design, and engineering. 
A working prototype provides a shared, tangible reference point. 
Showing an engineer, the actual flow clarifies requirements far 
better than a user story alone. Demonstrating an interactive 
concept to leadership makes the vision concrete and facilitates 
more productive strategic discussions.

The nature of the feedback gathered also improves. Teams can 
solicit  richer, earlier user feedback  focused on usability, task 
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completion, and the flow of the interaction itself, rather than being 
limited to opinions on static visuals. Observing where users hesitate 
or struggle in a functional prototype provides invaluable, actionable 
insights for refinement.

This approach also fosters a degree of democratized initial building. 
Product managers and designers, even those without extensive 
traditional coding backgrounds, gain the ability to independently 
bring initial functional concepts to life. This reduces the early 
burden on engineering resources for simple prototyping tasks and 
encourages greater ownership and creative exploration within the 
product team.

Perhaps most critically in the resource-constrained world of product 
development, this technique significantly minimizes investment in 
flawed concepts. By rapidly surfacing usability issues, confusing 
flows, or ideas that simply don’t resonate with users, teams can 
identify and discard unviable paths quickly and cheaply. Failing fast 
truly becomes achievable, preventing the costly pursuit of features 
or products destined for failure.
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Navigating the Realities: Practical 
Considerations and Responsible Use
While the potential is immense, adopting Concept-to-Code 
prototyping requires a pragmatic understanding of its limitations 
and a commitment to responsible application. First and 
foremost, it is crucial to consistently  recognize the prototype’s 
limitations. Teams must internalize and clearly communicate to all 
stakeholders that the code generated by AI for these prototypes is 
explicitly not production-ready. It serves the purpose of learning and 
validation. It will likely lack the performance optimizations, security 
hardening, comprehensive error handling, scalability considerations, 
and adherence to established engineering best practices required 
for live, customer-facing systems. The handoff to engineering 
should focus on conveying the validated concept, the refined user 
experience, and the learned interaction patterns. While the prototype 
code might occasionally serve as a structural reference, it should 
not be viewed as a direct starting point for production development 
without significant review and refactoring.

Success also hinges on developing  prompt craftsmanship. The 
adage “garbage in, garbage out” holds particularly true here. The utility 
of the generated prototype is directly proportional to the quality 
of the natural language prompt provided. Product teams need to 
cultivate the skill of translating user needs, functional requirements, 
and desired experiential qualities into prompts that are clear, 
specific, unambiguous, and sufficiently detailed. Experimentation, 
iteration on prompts themselves, and perhaps developing simple 
internal templates or guidelines for structuring these prompts can 
significantly improve outcomes.
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Equally important is understanding the capabilities and boundaries 
of the chosen AI tools. Different models and platforms excel at 
different tasks. Some might be adept at generating standard web 
UI components using popular frameworks, while others might 
struggle with more complex state management, highly novel 
interaction paradigms, or deep integrations. Teams must set realistic 
expectations based on the current state of the technology and the 
specific tool employed, recognizing where manual refinement or 
traditional development methods remain necessary.

Responsibility must be embedded from the outset. Even at this 
early prototyping stage, teams should apply an ethical and safety 
lens. Does the generated prototype inadvertently reflect or amplify 
biases that might have been present in the AI’s training data? 
If using simulated user data for testing, is it representative and 
designed with privacy preservation in mind? Does the proposed 
interaction pattern risk creating confusing or manipulative “dark 
patterns”? Proactively considering potential harms, fairness, and 
user well-being during prototyping is crucial for building responsible 
AI-powered products.

Finally, it’s vital to understand that this technique  refines 
collaboration, it does not replace it. Concept-to-Code prototyping 
is not intended to sideline designers or engineers. Instead, it 
elevates the starting point for collaboration. Rather than beginning 
discussions with abstract ideas or static mockups, product managers 
can bring functional, interactive prototypes to the table. This allows 
for more focused, efficient, and productive conversations centered 
on refining the user experience, addressing technical feasibility 
concerns, exploring architectural implications, and planning the 
robust implementation required for production. The prototype 
becomes a shared object for collaborative problem-solving.
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Accelerating the Path to Building the 
Right Product
Concept-to-Code prototyping, or Vibe Coding, represents more 
than just an efficiency gain; it’s a strategic accelerator for the 
critical Discovery phase of product development. By dramatically 
compressing the time and effort needed to transform initial ideas 
into interactive, testable artifacts, it empowers product teams to 
conduct more learning loops, validate assumptions with higher 
fidelity, and gather meaningful user feedback far earlier in the 
lifecycle. Mastering this technique is fundamental for the Generative 
AI-augmented product team. It provides the means to navigate 
the inherent uncertainty of innovation with greater speed, reduced 
waste, and increased confidence, ultimately improving the odds of 
identifying, validating, and committing to building the right product 
for your users and your business.

Striving for Innovation: From a Lovable Idea to 
Profitable Product

Even after the product is delivered, the journey isn’t over. The final 
step is ensuring the product meets real customer expectations and 
continues to evolve based on market feedback. This process often 
begins with creating a Minimum Lovable Product (MLP). Instead of 
just launching a Minimum Viable Product (MVP) focused solely on 
functionality, the MLP ensures customers genuinely enjoy using the 
product, providing an experience that’s engaging and valuable, not 
just usable.
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Once the MLP is released, the next step is continuous verification. 
This involves monitoring adoption rates, engagement levels, and 
customer satisfaction metrics. Necessary adjustments are made 
based on real-world usage data. This process of refinement and 
optimization continues until the product reaches its full potential. 
Over time, the product evolves from an initial invention into a 
profitable innovation. This is achieved through continuous iteration, 
where feedback loops drive ongoing improvements. Innovation isn’t 
a one-time event but an ongoing journey of discovery, validation, 
and execution.



Product Leader’s Superpower: Asking the Right Questions

110 THE GENERATIVE AI PRODUCT PLAYBOOK

The Risk of Poor Team Dynamics
A lack of discipline, clear leadership, and defined ownership can lead 
to chaotic situations where everyone competes for control. Without 
a structured process, roadmap meetings can devolve into blame 
games, losing strategic focus. Instead of directing the organization’s 
resources effectively, time gets wasted as teams get caught up in 
finger-pointing. It can feel like a battleground, with everyone vying 
for their individual projects. If you’re lucky, there might be a referee 
trying to establish rules or make final decisions, but this approach 
fails to create a cohesive process.

How Business Cases Drive Alignment

To mitigate the risks of poor team dynamics and provide clarity in 
product development, it’s critical that we utilize business cases. A 
business case serves as an interdepartmental agreement that each 
team signs off on. It enables us to establish the value of a proposed 
feature and simultaneously obtain commitment from other 
departments regarding their contributions once the feature goes 
live. While traditional business cases are valuable, generative AI can 
significantly enhance their creation and effectiveness, promoting 
better team dynamics. Imagine using generative AI to analyze data 
from various sources—like market research, user feedback, and 
competitor analysis—to automatically generate key components 
of a business case, such as market opportunity sizing, potential 
revenue projections, and even risk assessments. This not only saves 
time but also ensures the business case is grounded in data-driven 
insights, reducing subjective biases or internal conflicts. Furthermore, 
generative AI can facilitate collaboration by providing a shared 
platform for teams to contribute, edit, and review the document, 
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promoting transparency and alignment across departments and 
minimizing miscommunication. Ultimately, this signed contract, 
whether drafted traditionally or with AI assistance, defines a clear 
pathway to success and outlines each team’s responsibilities for 
successful implementation.

The Value of Business Cases

By implementing business cases, we can understand a feature’s 
impact before starting any development. It also enables us to ensure 
each department commits the necessary resources for the feature 
to succeed after launch, providing structure and accountability. For 
example, a sales team could commit to achieving a set number 
of sales, marketing could develop and deploy campaigns to 
promote the new features, and the support team could prepare to 
communicate with users on how to best utilize it. This promotes 
collaborative development and implementation and ensures all 
teams align towards the same end goals. Business cases are key to 
determining whether to move forward on a proposed feature and 
give structure to the process.

How Business Cases Prevent Unnecessary 
Features

Have you ever seen a feature deemed “urgent” that ultimately went 
unused? Features targeting perfection or extreme edge cases that 
rarely occur often create unnecessary complexity. Maintaining these 
obscure use cases leads to higher costs and resource expenditure. 
A business case allows a team to understand the necessity of a 
project and if it will actually add the desired impact. Generative AI 
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can also help identify potentially unnecessary features by analyzing 
user data, market trends, and competitor offerings. Imagine the AI 
flagging a proposed feature as potentially low-impact based on 
analysis of user behavior and similar competitor features. This helps 
teams avoid wasting resources on features unlikely to add significant 
value. The AI can even analyze the business case itself, identifying 
potential weaknesses or inconsistencies in the logic, further reducing 
the risk of pursuing unnecessary or poorly conceived features.

Classifying Business Cases by Strategic Intent

But not all business cases are created equal. Some are high-
confidence, revenue-generating expansions. Others are risky 
innovation bets that need careful framing and rapid validation. This 
is where many product teams fail — they treat every case the same.

To decide how to evaluate a business case, you must first understand 
what kind of case it is.

The visual below helps teams categorize business ideas based on 
two dimensions:

(1) how confident we are in the assumptions, and (2) whether we’re 
exploring or exploiting. Each quadrant calls for a different strategy — 
and a different approach to validation.
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Every product bet lives on two axes: how much we know, and what 
we aim to do. Are you exploring something unproven, or exploiting a 
known opportunity? Are your assumptions rock-solid, or still being 
formed? This model forces clarity. “Innovation Bets” live in the upper-
left: high ambition, low certainty — the playground of zero-to-one 
ideas, where learning matters more than ROI. “Revenue Cases” in 
the upper-right are your scalable bets — features that fuel growth, 
backed by data. Below the line? That’s where Generative AI thrives.

Today’s AI companions compress the time it takes to build learning 
loops. They can simulate markets, analyze sentiment, model 
scenarios, and test variants — fast. In the bottom-left, Generative 
AI lets PMs run “discovery at scale,” generating insight before the 
fi rst user interview is even booked. In the bottom-right, it helps 
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write specs, calculate effort, and validate demand assumptions 
with historic data. The lesson: Generative AI won’t replace strategic 
judgment, but it will accelerate it. Use it to fill in the blanks before 
asking for budget or engineering time.

Making Tough Decisions

Having a business case not only enables a team to fully understand 
the impacts of new features but also allows them to understand 
what projects are no longer working and should be removed. 
Implementing the business case process empowers teams to make 
clear decisions about removing features due to underperformance 
or lack of usage. Great examples, like killedbygoogle.com, show how 
many products have been discontinued for failing to meet initial 
expectations, highlighting why a similar approach is beneficial. 
Generative AI can assist in making these tough decisions by 
analyzing usage data, customer feedback, and maintenance costs. 
Imagine the AI generating a report highlighting underperforming 
features and quantifying the potential cost savings of removing 
them. This data-driven approach helps teams make more objective 
decisions about which features to cut, even if those features were 
initially considered important. The AI can also analyze the original 
business case for the feature, identifying incorrect assumptions and 
providing insights into why the feature failed, which informs future 
decisions and reduces the risk of repeating mistakes. This highlights 
that continuous improvement includes cutting things that aren’t 
working, and a business case allows a team to clearly make those 
calls.
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Understanding both the problems we are trying to solve and the 
necessity and value of a business case provides the basic structure 
for building well-aligned products.
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Product Management

Product management is a multifaceted role essential for 
organizational success. A product manager must skillfully 
navigate several key responsibilities to ensure a product 

meets customer needs, aligns with business objectives, and remains 
viable over time. These responsibilities require balancing short-
term execution with the long-term business vision to successfully 
implement an effective product strategy.

Core Responsibilities of a Product 
Manager
The product management role encompasses three critical areas: 
continuous customer discovery, stakeholder alignment, and business 
model development. Each is vital to product success and must be 
handled carefully to guarantee the product team makes decisions in 
the best interests of their customers and the business. Generative AI 



Product Management

118 THE GENERATIVE AI PRODUCT PLAYBOOK

is transforming this role, empowering product managers to handle 
these core responsibilities more effectively and efficiently.

Continuous Customer Discovery

Continuous customer discovery is paramount. It involves an ongoing 
effort to identify who customers are, what they need, and where 
they can be found. This includes gathering feedback and listening 
to the Voice of the Customer (VoC) from various sources like direct 
conversations, surveys, and usage analytics. It’s a continuous 
cycle of observation, analysis, and adjustment, not a one-time 
event. This constant feedback loop ensures the product directly 
meets customer needs and demands, remaining competitive and 
valuable. In this area, generative AI can analyze vast amounts of 
customer data from diverse sources (reviews, support tickets, social 
media), identifying patterns, sentiment, and unmet needs missed 
by traditional methods, providing a richer understanding of the 
customer landscape. This understanding should directly correlate 
to product design, enabling the team to make more valuable and 
purposeful decisions for users.

Alignment With Stakeholders

Product managers must also ensure all stakeholders are aligned on a 
common vision. This alignment ensures everyone works toward the 
same goals, maximizing efficiency and ensuring value ties directly to 
the business’s overarching goals. It requires evangelizing the product 
vision and communicating its value to various teams to drive 
enthusiasm and buy-in. When stakeholders understand the “why” 
and are excited to contribute, the process is significantly streamlined, 
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creating a sense of ownership across the team. Generative AI aids 
stakeholder alignment by personalizing communication, tailoring 
presentations, reports, and even demos to specific stakeholder 
interests. Imagine generating a customized report for marketing 
highlighting key features while simultaneously creating a technical 
deep-dive for engineering. This targeted communication fosters 
greater understanding and buy-in. This ensures the value generated 
aligns with business goals for long-term sustainability.

Business Model Development

Developing a scalable, profitable, and sustainable business model 
is essential for long-term success. This includes defining the value 
proposition, understanding the cost structure, and developing a 
pricing strategy that allows the business to be profitable and grow 
while providing substantial value to the consumer. The product’s 
“value equation” should always balance consumer value with 
business profitability – the basis of sustainability, allowing the 
business to continually develop and expand its value. Regarding 
business model development, generative AI can analyze market 
trends, competitor pricing, and willingness-to-pay data to generate 
optimized pricing models and revenue projections. AI can also 
simulate the impact of different pricing strategies on customer 
acquisition and retention, empowering data-driven decisions that 
maximize profitability and sustainability. To ensure business models 
remain sustainable, product managers must continuously analyze, 
test, and adapt based on business and consumer environments.
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 Navigating Tactical and Strategic 
Challenges
Product managers must navigate a complex interplay between 
tactical and strategic concerns. While understanding daily team 
challenges is benefi cial, stepping back to assess the bigger picture is 
also crucial. Balancing these perspectives can be challenging when 
focusing on day-to-day problems.

Often, product teams can get too focused on immediate, granular 
details – the tactical focus. Technology teams, for example, often 
need precise specifi cations, which can result in the team being 
consumed by every single step, losing sight of the purpose and 
implications for the user and business. Stakeholders and clients 
can also push for excessive detail. This hinders overall productivity 
and makes focusing on long-term objectives diffi cult. A signifi cant 
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risk here is getting “stuck in the weeds.” Teams overwhelmed with 
specifi c tactical problems often lack access to customers, support 
for strategic conversations, or clear direction from stakeholders. 
These situations must be identifi ed and handled carefully to avoid 
impacting the product’s long-term direction.

Alternatively, a product team or manager might spend too much time 
on the bigger picture – the strategic vision. This is often associated 
with presentations and meetings without the necessary execution 
to complete objectives. While a clear vision is important, excessive 
planning without execution negatively impacts the company. A 
major downfall is failing to consider implementation, leading to 
signifi cant production delays due to lacking clarity. Implementation 
speed is crucial but can be hampered by getting stuck in high-level 
conversations. The inability to clearly convey implementation steps 
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means teams lack detail, causing delays, extra project time, and the 
need for teams to recreate steps themselves. This additional effort 
dramatically slows the team’s ability to execute on specific visions 
and goals.

Every choice you make as a product leader reveals one thing: are 
you reacting, or are you designing the future? 

This simple map reveals the truth about how most teams work — 
and where they should be working. In the bottom-left, we see the 
trap: busywork disguised as productivity. In the top-left, firefighting 
dominates—reacting fast, but rarely moving the needle. True 
product leadership lives in the top-right: making bold, high-leverage 
bets that reshape markets, culture, or cost structures. Generative AI 
is not giving you the full strategy, but it can buy you time to think 
and act strategically. It can eliminate low-impact tasks like crafting 
reports or documentation and optimize incremental wins. But the 
real gift? It frees up the space to lead from the top-right quadrant—
where vision lives, compounding happens, and roadmaps turn into 
revolutions.

Tactical Focus: The Problem of Detail

Often, product teams can get too focused on immediate, granular 
details. Technology teams, for example, often need precise 
specifications and details to carry out a project. This can result in 
the team being consumed by every single step, preventing them 
from thinking about the purpose and implications for the user, 
as well as the business. The pressure to get into every detail can 
also be pushed from stakeholders and clients alike. This can hinder 
overall team productivity and make it difficult to stay focused 
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on long-term objectives. Another significant risk of being overly 
tactical is becoming “stuck in the weeds.” Teams overwhelmed 
with specific tactical problems often lack access to customers, 
don’t have the support to move to more strategic conversations, 
or have stakeholders unable to provide the clarity needed to move 
out of this position. These scenarios must be identified and handled 
carefully so as not to impact the long-term direction of a product.

Strategic Vision: The Pitfalls of Abstraction

The alternative is that a product team or manager spends too much 
time with the bigger picture, which is commonly associated with 
presentations and meetings without the necessary execution of 
the work to complete those objectives. While having a clear vision is 
important, spending too much time planning without executing the 
work itself can negatively impact the company. One of the largest 
downfalls of this approach is failing to consider implementation, 
resulting in significant production delays due to lacking clarity. 
Implementation speed is incredibly important but can also be 
affected by getting stuck in these high-level conversations. The 
inability to clearly convey the implementation steps can leave 
teams without enough detail, causing delays, extra project time, and 
the need for teams to recreate steps themselves. This additional 
time and effort dramatically slows the team’s ability to execute on 
specific visions and goals.
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 Bridging the Gap
Product managers must actively balance tactical execution with 
the long-term product vision. Understanding the benefi ts of both 
is key to implementing a healthy and long-term product strategy. 
To navigate this, a product manager should constantly ask critical 
questions: What are the clear goals and objectives for this product 
or project, both long-term and short-term? How do these goals 
align with the product’s values and the overall business? Are team 
members working on projects within their capacity and aligned 
with their skillsets? Are implementation plans being communicated 
effectively and clearly, with realistic timelines set for all stakeholders? 
And crucially, are team members aware of the business value behind 
a given initiative?
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Generative AI can be a valuable tool for product managers navigating 
these tactical and strategic challenges. To address the problem 
of detail, generative AI can automate the creation of detailed 
specifications, documentation, and even code snippets. Imagine 
using AI to create detailed API documentation or generate user 
stories from high-level requirements. This automation frees up the 
product manager and development team to focus on higher-level 
design and user experience, reducing the risk of getting bogged down 
in minutiae and allowing for more efficient resource use. To mitigate 
the pitfalls of abstraction, generative AI can help translate high-
level strategic visions into concrete implementation plans. Imagine 
using AI to generate a task breakdown, assign resources based on 
skills, and suggest project timelines. This bridges the gap between 
abstract vision and practical execution, ensuring the strategic 
vision becomes actionable steps. Furthermore, generative AI can 
analyze data from project management tools, code repositories, 
and communication platforms to identify potential roadblocks or 
delays, allowing the product manager to proactively address issues 
before they escalate, enabling more effective management of both 
tactical execution and long-term strategy.

To properly balance this duality, product managers should also keep 
key takeaways in mind. They must ensure a strong long-term plan 
is in place while understanding how short-term implementation fits 
into the overall strategy. Clearly communicating the “why” to team 
members builds understanding of purpose and intention for any 
project. Offering support helps team members see the connection 
between their individual contributions and the business goals as a 
whole. Maintaining consistent lines of communication and providing 
key implementation details to everyone allows for transparency and 
accountability.
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	◗ What are the clear goals and objectives for this product/
project, both long term and short term?

	◗ How are these goals aligning with the values of the product 
and the business overall?

	◗ Are team members working on projects that are within 
their capacity and aligned with their skillsets?

	◗ Are implementation plans being communicated effectively 
and clearly, with realistic timelines being set for all of the 
stakeholders?

	◗ Are team members aware of the business value behind a 
given initiative?

Product managers should also consider key takeaways for how to 
properly balance the duality of the role:

	◗ Ensure that a strong long-term plan is in place, while also 
understanding how a short-term implementation plan fits 
into this overall strategy.

	◗ Clearly communicate the “why” to team members, so that 
there is clear understanding of purpose and intention for a 
given project or initiative.

	◗ Offer support to team members, so they can clearly see 
the connection to the value they provide and how their 
individual contributions factor into the business goals as 
a whole.
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◗ Keep consistent lines of communication, while providing 
key implementation details to every member of the team, 
to allow for transparency and accountability.

Product managers must maintain the necessary balance between 
big-picture vision and day-to-day tactical issues. By effectively 
balancing the needs of the business with the needs of the team, a 
product manager sets the team up for success while ensuring the 
product’s long-term viability is protected. All these factors should 
be considered for implementing a strong product strategy while 
keeping the core role of a product manager in mind.
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Alignment at Scale Through Your 
Product Playbook
Effective communication and thorough documentation are crucial 
for any organization seeking to create successful products. In many 
organizations, information about products spreads by word of 
mouth. The individuals most deeply involved often become the main 
sources of knowledge and storytelling, creating knowledge silos. This 
approach doesn’t scale and creates significant challenges as teams 
change. The lack of a formal process also leads to painful onboarding, 
as crucial information is lost when talent transitions or leaves. This 
effect is often compounded by a lack of holistic, easily accessible 
documentation connecting strategic vision to tactical execution. 
Information is frequently scattered across various platforms like 
Wiki-Systems, Document Storages, presentations, meeting notes, 
and miscellaneous documents attached to Ticketing Systems. 
The absence of a centralized, comprehensive system makes it 
difficult for stakeholders to stay informed and aligned. Without 
clear documentation, stakeholders outside meetings struggle to 
understand decisions and outcomes. This lack of transparency 
makes it hard for product teams to maintain alignment, especially 
when employees take time off, miss meetings, or aren’t included in 
strategic decisions.
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The Cost of Tactical Planning
In many organizations, it’s assumed everyone shares the same 
understanding, which is often not the case. Teams end up working 
in different directions due to a lack of unified vision. They are often 
pushed into tactical actions or strategic shifts without clearly 
understanding overall strategic goals. This causes tension as team 
members pull in different directions without a clear strategy. Trying 
to change the engine of an F1 car while still racing is a metaphor 
highlighting the futility of solving complex, ongoing issues chaotically 
without proper communication, planning, or documentation. Poor 
communication and inconsistent documentation manifest in 
various negative symptoms: reactive behavior instead of proactive 
planning, misalignment among stakeholders and teams, unmet 
strategic objectives, a lack of product innovation, and a weak or 
poorly defined business model.

Generative AI can revolutionize how product teams approach 
communication and documentation, directly addressing these 
challenges. Imagine a centralized AI-powered knowledge base 
automatically aggregating information from disparate sources like 
Confluence, SharePoint, Jira, and even meeting transcripts. This 
knowledge base could answer stakeholder questions in real-time, 
provide personalized summaries of key decisions, and generate 
reports on project status. This eliminates reliance on word-of-
mouth and ensures everyone has access to the same up-to-date 
information, regardless of their involvement in specific meetings. 
Furthermore, generative AI can assist in creating and maintaining a 
comprehensive Product Playbook. The AI can generate initial drafts 
of key documents (like user personas, product vision, roadmap), 
summarize stakeholder feedback, and even suggest updates based 
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on changing market conditions or user needs. This significantly 
reduces the effort required to create and maintain a Product 
Playbook, making it a more sustainable and valuable resource. 
Implementing a clearly defined and structured Product Playbook, 
potentially enhanced by AI, can be an effective way to solve these 
communication and alignment issues.
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The Product Playbook: A Solution
A Product Playbook helps establish a framework that bridges the gap 
between strategic goals and tactical actions. It consists of lightweight, 
interconnected documents addressing stakeholder inquiries about 
market segments, the product roadmap, prioritization, and the 
customer’s buying journey. Think of it as a well-organized binder 
bringing together all important documents describing the product, 
its vision, and related strategic information, providing a holistic view 
of the overall product direction. A well-crafted Product Playbook 
offers a system for consistency, clarity, and an actionable approach, 
ensuring product teams are united and informed of key priorities.
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Core Product Playbook Components
Several key documents should form the core of the Product 
Playbook. The product backlog clearly outlines user stories, bug 
reports, and ideas for improvement. Personas capture different user 
types, their goals, and pain points. The product vision describes the 
long-term goals. The business case includes market overview and 
financial analysis justifying the product build. Product requirements 
describe what’s in and out of scope for features. The roadmap 
communicates planned releases and the strategic plan over time. 
The product roadmap is particularly important and should clearly 
articulate why certain features are prioritized. Product teams must 
be able to explain how roadmap decisions were made. It’s best to 
view the roadmap as an organic entity, not something set in stone. 
Detailing it for an extended time is a good exercise for thinking 
ahead, but expect it to change. Many professionals use a now, next, 
later model for its flexible framework that keeps teams focused on 
short-term goals.
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Expanded Product Playbook 
Components
An expanded playbook covers additional product-related topics 
supporting successful execution. This might include documents 
like the product budget, operations documentation, launch 
checklists, regulatory and legal documentation, and end-of-life 
plans. Where applicable, playbooks can expand into customer and 
marketing-focused material for holistic communication across the 
organization, such as customer journey maps, competitor profiles, 
core customer descriptions, product positioning strategy, and 
market segmentation analysis. Teams selling physical products 
need additional materials specific to their needs, like product spec 
sheets, supply chain documents, reverse logistics plans, warranty 
processes, pricing/licensing/promotional plans, training materials, 
user documentation, and customer support procedures.
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Implementation Methodology
Product Playbook documents should be short executive summaries, 
ideally one or two pages long. This helps teams quickly get the 
information needed to act or understand strategic objectives 
without digging through larger documents. Each organization and 
project has different needs, so the Playbook should be tailored 
accordingly while supporting the framework required for success. 
Creating your own Product Playbook is necessary for any product 
team aiming for organizational alignment. Start by selecting the 
documents most relevant to your work, then add any missing 
elements needed to capture the unique context of your product.

Consider leveraging generative AI to enhance the Playbook’s utility. 
Imagine creating personalized versions for different audiences – a 
sales-focused version highlighting selling points, an engineering 
version diving into technical architecture. This tailored approach 
maximizes relevance. AI could also generate on-demand summaries 
of specific sections based on stakeholder inquiries, ensuring quick 
access to relevant info. Generative AI can even analyze the Playbook’s 
effectiveness by tracking usage, common questions, and discussion 
points, identifying areas for improvement and suggesting updates. 
This creates a dynamic, evolving resource that stays valuable and 
up-to-date.
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Product Playbook: A Practical Example
A useful playbook structure could start with detailed personas, the 
business case, key metrics, market analysis, customer outcome 
descriptions, the product’s market position, and the roadmap. 
When structuring a playbook, ideally start by identifying the most 
important key performance indicators and strategic objectives to 
be measured – metrics like revenue, financial performance, and 
overall product health. Then, you need to understand the end user 
you’re designing for, often explored by building customer personas. 
Creating empathy maps during persona development encourages a 
deeper understanding of user needs. If teams fail to understand the 
user, they’ll never get the full value from the product they’re building.
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Understanding the Customer
Engaging with those who interact most with your customers is vital 
for deeper insights into their needs. Speak with sales, implementation 
teams, customer success, operations, customer service, and any 
customer-facing brand ambassadors. Try to invite customers into 
the office, or if not possible, seek out “customer proxies”—people 
with direct, daily contact. Engage in cross-functional collaboration, 
where each department provides puzzle pieces, to develop a clear, 
deep understanding of users and their needs. From an empathy 
standpoint, this approach allows collaboration, alignment, 
and shared understanding to drive problem-solving. Even in 
understanding the customer and building personas, generative AI 
can play a role. Imagine using AI to analyze customer feedback and 
automatically generate initial drafts of personas, complete with 
key demographics, motivations, and pain points, accelerating the 
process and grounding personas in real data. AI could even generate 
simulated user journeys based on these personas, offering insights 
into how different segments might interact with the product. Having 
one or two well-designed personas provides teams with insight 
into customer goals, pain points, and how the product solves real 
problems. Understanding how and why customers use the product 
highlights strengths and weaknesses in your value proposition. 
Through a clear, thorough understanding of the customer, the 
entire team can stay aligned and move in a clear strategic direction, 
enhanced by AI-driven insights.
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Value Proposition

A product’s specification sheet is more than just a list of 
features; it functions as a summary of the product’s core value 
proposition within a specific market segment. Understanding 

how a specification sheet enables this understanding is therefore 
critical to the product and sales lifecycle. A clear value proposition 
should articulate what the product is designed to achieve and how 
it benefits potential customers. Having this clear value proposition 
is extremely useful for both product and sales teams when taking 
a product to market, especially when communicating customer 
expectations and requirements.

Let’s make it practical, the chapter introduces a timeless framework:

“For [target customer], who want to [achieve a goal], [product] is a 
[category] that [delivers this value].”

This sentence isn’t filler for a pitch deck. It’s the north star that links 
user pain, business relevance, and product truth. If you can’t fill in 
that sentence with confidence — you’re either building for yourself, 
or hiding behind complexity.
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Defining Pains and Gains
A core aspect of understanding a value proposition involves 
identifying the ‘Pains’ and ‘Gains’ of a target customer. “Pains” refers 
to the problems, frustrations, or negative experiences customers 
encounter. “Gains,” conversely, are the positive outcomes, benefits, 
or improvements customers desire. In product development, a 
comprehensive understanding of both is required to make effective 
product decisions. Generative AI can be a powerful tool here; 
imagine using it to analyze customer feedback, reviews, and support 
tickets to automatically identify common “Pains” and desired 
“Gains.” The AI can then analyze competitor products and marketing 
materials to see how they address similar points, providing valuable 
competitive intelligence. This combined analysis, powered by AI, 
empowers product teams to craft a value proposition that clearly 
differentiates their product and resonates with the target audience. 
This understanding provides actionable insight into product features 
that address problems while simultaneously creating opportunities 
to provide beneficial value. This approach should directly relate to the 
user-centric models previously outlined. Furthermore, generative AI 
can generate variations of the value proposition messaging, tailored 
to different customer segments or channels, allowing for A/B testing 
and optimization to maximize impact. This insight is critical for sales 
teams when communicating product value to prospects.

Sales Team Alignment

Understanding customer “Pains” and “Gains” directly empowers 
the sales team to effectively position the product. When sales 
teams understand these factors, they have the necessary tools to 
articulate the product’s benefits in a way that is directly relevant to 
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customer needs. This provides a better experience for customers, 
who feel the solutions offered align with their business needs, 
strengthening conversions and positive advocacy. Instead of merely 
listing product specifications, a value proposition including “Pains” 
and “Gains” showcases how the product specifically addresses 
customer problems and supports desired business outcomes.

Generative AI can also empower the sales team by providing 
personalized value proposition messaging and sales enablement 
tools. Imagine an AI tool generating customized sales pitches 
based on the specific “Pains” and “Gains” of individual prospects, 
analyzing prospect data (industry, company size, role) to tailor the 
pitch highlighting relevant benefits. This personalized approach can 
significantly improve sales effectiveness. Furthermore, generative AI 
can create interactive product demos, personalized email sequences, 
and customized presentations, providing a comprehensive suite 
of tools to communicate the value proposition effectively. This 
empowers the sales team to focus on building relationships and 
understanding needs, while AI handles generating persuasive, 
relevant content.
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Example Implementation
For example, a project management software specification 
sheet would describe core features like task management, team 
collaboration, and reporting. A strong value proposition would explain 
that the software addresses “Pains” such as disorganized workflows, 
poor communication, and missed deadlines, delivering “Gains” like 
increased efficiency, enhanced collaboration, and better project 
visibility and financial transparency. When talking to a potential 
client, the sales team could then articulate how their specific pains 
are addressed with features designed for those points, leading to 
gains like on-time, within-budget delivery. This level of detail provides 
a use case directly related to individual customer situations.

By articulating this information, the sales team is far better 
positioned to explain how their product solves customer challenges 
by actively implementing a methodology based on “Pains” and 
“Gains.” This direct communication not only increases customer 
understanding and engagement but also strengthens the product’s 
overall market positioning and ensures the product team continues 
to deliver value.
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Roadmap to 
Profitability

The creation of a product roadmap is essential for business 
success. The purpose of this chapter is to provide a guide to 
building and prioritizing a roadmap, focusing on both business 

and technical objectives. This chapter provides a framework for 
understanding how to determine what should be included in a 
roadmap and also provides methods for prioritizing all items.

Return on Investment (ROI) and the 
Business Case
A primary objective for any business is to maximize its Return On 
Investment (ROI). Understanding the business case behind each 
potential feature is critical for effective prioritization. Prioritizing 
features with the highest potential ROI allows focusing on high-
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value items and delivering impactful outcomes quickly. A business 
case needs to be developed to ensure both business objectives and 
user experience are factored into prioritization decisions. Creating 
a detailed business case ensures new initiatives are well thought 
out, and a proper plan is in place for execution. This process often 
includes a value assessment, where each potential benefit is 
considered against overall business goals, creating a clear picture of 
business value. The business case should clearly define the problem, 
detail the proposed solution, and outline the required development 
steps. Generative AI can significantly enhance this process; imagine 
using it to analyze market data, user feedback, and competitor 
roadmaps to identify opportunities and prioritize features based on 
potential ROI. The AI could also generate financial projections and 
risk assessments, providing a more comprehensive, data-driven view 
for the business case. By aligning proposed solutions with business 
and user needs, the business case improves the success rate of 
planned items. Prioritizing by ROI ensures key items are progressed 
first, but it’s only one component for decision making. It must be 
balanced with technical requirements and other considerations to 
determine final priorities. Furthermore, generative AI can assist in 
creating and maintaining a more dynamic roadmap that adapts 
to changing conditions. The AI might suggest adjustments based 
on real-time data analysis, ensuring the team always focuses 
on the most valuable work. This dynamic roadmap approach, 
potentially powered by generative AI, allows for greater agility and 
responsiveness, maximizing the chances of achieving profitability.
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Prioritization Framework
While prioritizing items based purely on ROI is important, it doesn’t 
provide a complete picture. A solely ROI-focused framework can 
ignore crucial technical debt, critical bugs, and production issues, all 
of which significantly impact user satisfaction and may cause bigger 
problems later if not resolved promptly. A more robust approach 
balancing ROI with technical requirements and system needs is 
important to prioritize these technical needs effectively. It’s critical 
to understand that business objectives must be balanced with 
operational and stability needs. Including the following key areas 
provides a more comprehensive framework for prioritizing product 
roadmaps.
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Technical Prioritization
Technical issues require a specific approach addressing the most 
impactful operational needs first. An established hierarchy of 
prioritization is needed to ensure system stability and security aren’t 
overlooked in pursuit of business objectives. These requirements 
typically take precedence over new feature implementation because 
ignoring them can impact customer retention and overall business 
function, leading to significant reputational and financial risk. 
Within this framework, generative AI can assist by analyzing code 
repositories, bug tracking systems, and system logs to automatically 
identify and prioritize technical debt, critical bugs, and production 
incidents. Imagine the AI generating a report highlighting the most 
critical technical issues based on their potential impact on stability, 
user experience, and business operations, empowering the team to 
proactively address them and allocate resources effectively. The AI 
might even suggest potential solutions or code fixes, accelerating 
remediation. The typical methodology for prioritization usually 
follows this order: Production Incidents, Critical Bugs, Tech Debt, and 
finally, New Features. Production incidents always have top priority 
as they directly impact current users and can cause immediate 
business disruption. Critical bugs causing application failure or data 
loss should follow immediately. Once these are dealt with, resources 
can move into tech debt—work needed to upgrade, modernize, and 
improve the code base and infrastructure for product longevity. 
It’s essential to allocate a specific percentage of development 
effort towards tech debt remediation and future upgrades. Finally, 
new feature implementation builds new capabilities but should 
be delivered at a stable and sustainable cadence. By potentially 
automating some analysis and prioritization tasks, generative AI can 
free up the product team to focus on higher-level strategic work like 
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new feature development and roadmap planning. A well-defined 
framework ensures the most important items are always handled in 
priority order, achieving both stability and growth long-term.
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Technical Debt vs. 
New Features

Ideal Conditions for Development

Achieving a state of zero production incidents during a 
development sprint is the ideal scenario. A robust testing 
framework is critical for ensuring that critical bugs 

are identified and resolved before they reach the production 
environment, resulting in a stable and reliable platform. This 
allows for efficient allocation of resources and planning for future 
development efforts.
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 The Problem of Technical Debt
However, in practice, development often generates technical 
debt. This debt arises when shortcuts are taken, or less-than-ideal 
solutions are implemented to meet deadlines or address urgent 
needs. These shortcuts could include a lack of code comments, 
weak architecture, poorly tested implementations, or the absence 
of proper documentation. Generative AI can assist here by analyzing 
code repositories to automatically identify areas of technical debt, 
such as duplicated code, complex functions, or outdated libraries, 
helping to surface issues that might otherwise remain hidden. Left 
unmanaged, technical debt accumulates, increasing the overall 
complexity and cost of ongoing development. These technical 
issues slow down production and lead to more unpredictable release 
cycles. It should also be stated that even if a testing framework is 
implemented to catch potential issues, it cannot prevent long-term 
problems when the project’s underpinnings are poorly implemented 
or don’t follow best practices.
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Technical Debt Management Strategy
A practical strategy is to integrate technical debt reduction into 
every development sprint by designating a developer to focus on 
tackling existing technical debt. Generative AI can further support 
this strategy by suggesting potential refactoring for identified 
debt, generating unit tests to improve code coverage, and even 
automatically generating documentation for poorly documented 
code, significantly reducing the manual effort involved. Allocating 
1-2 tasks per sprint ensures that technical debt isn’t overlooked 
and has consistent, dedicated resources for resolution. The rest 
of the team can focus on delivering new features and resolving 
current development requirements. For subsequent sprints, 
rotating developers who work on debt provides varied perspectives, 
cross-training, and reduces long-term knowledge silos that could 
impact future planning. This approach treats technical debt as 
part of ongoing maintenance, providing consistent improvements 
alongside stable output. Furthermore, generative AI can assist 
in prioritizing technical debt by analyzing its potential impact on 
system performance, security, and maintainability, helping the team 
focus on addressing the most critical debt first and maximizing the 
return on their efforts.
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The Financial Analogy
Technical debt, like financial debt, must be recognized and 
managed. Just as with finances, failing to account for or make 
proper payments on existing debts leads to negative consequences 
like spiraling costs, high interest rates, and even the collapse of the 
entire operation. In software development, poorly managed debt 
leads to code instability, increasing the likelihood of production 
issues, slowing feature delivery, and requiring more resources to 
correct in the future. Each new feature will be impacted, and each 
update to the production platform will be far riskier. By consistently 
acknowledging and reducing this technical debt, the product’s long-
term viability increases, allowing teams to become more reactive 
and cost-effective. A healthy product platform supports future 
expansions, business planning, and cost projections.
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Product leaders

How do you define your role as a product leader? Many 
product leaders face the challenge of balancing the need to 
protect their teams from distractions against the demand 

to deliver on business requests. It’s essential to understand the 
difference between actively shielding your team and inadvertently 
funneling requests. This section will address the key aspects of how 
to develop effective product leadership.

The Concept of Funneling
Funneling, in the context of product leadership, refers to passively 
directing all incoming requests, ideas, and problems directly to your 
product team without proper prioritization, assessment, or filtration. 
A product leader who funnels essentially acts as a conduit, passing 
along all business and stakeholder needs without adding a layer of 
strategic evaluation. Generative AI can empower product leaders 
to avoid this trap; imagine using it to analyze incoming requests, 
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assess their alignment with the product vision and roadmap, and 
even suggest prioritization based on potential impact and feasibility. 
The AI could analyze data from various sources (user feedback, 
market trends, competitor analysis) to provide data-driven insights 
into the potential value of each request, empowering the leader 
to make informed decisions instead of just passing things along. 
Without this strategic filter, the funneling approach can overwhelm 
a team, lead to a lack of focus, and reduce productivity. Instead of 
refining requests to align with a clear strategy, the team is forced 
to react. This reactive state is counterproductive, doesn’t allow for 
proper prioritization, and shifts the team’s focus from strategic 
implementation to constantly shifting priorities.
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 Are you a Fulfi ller or a Leader?
It’s a common experience to recognize this tendency within your 
daily interactions. The question then becomes, are you creating an 
environment where your team can succeed? Or, are you defaulting 
to fulfi lling requests in place of a leader driven solution?
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It is essential to engage in honest self-reflection to identify any 
potential funneling tendencies. A product leader should be a strategic 
thinker, capable of understanding business needs, evaluating 
their importance, and then translating them into actionable and 
achievable tasks for their team.  

Have the courage to Be an Idealistic Product 
Leader

In every product leader’s career, there comes a moment when doing 
what’s right collides head-on with resistance.

“This will never change.”
“We always did it like that.”

“You’re being naïve.”

If you’ve heard these phrases, congratulations. You’re probably on 
the right path.

In every organization undergoing real transformation—whether it’s 
digitalization, cloud migration, or a bold AI-first strategy—those who 
push for progress are often dismissed as dreamers. But there’s a 
critical distinction between naïveté and idealism. The former ignores 
constraints; the latter beliefs constraints can be changed.

The best product leaders are, in essence, idealists with a plan. Not 
the kind of idealism that’s disconnected from reality—but one that 
believes deeply in the power of ideas, alignment, and action. It’s the 
mindset that fuels bold vision, patient persistence, and courageous 
leadership. It’s what keeps product leaders grounded in purpose, 
even when the organization resists change.
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In this era of Generative AI acceleration, where the pace of innovation 
outstrips legacy thinking, we don’t just need pragmatic managers—
we need Idealistic Leaders who mobilize others, challenge broken 
systems, and reimagine what’s possible.

 The Idealistic Flywheel of Change

True change doesn’t happen by mandate—it happens through 
motion. The most impactful leaders spark that motion by turning 
personal conviction into team momentum. This isn’t only about 
charisma. It’s rather a repeatable mindset. 

Here’s how the Idealistic Flywheel of Change works:
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1.	 Stay Optimistic: Every meaningful change begins with 
a belief: that things can be better. Optimism isn’t a feel-
good trait—it’s a critical asset. It gives leaders the resilience 
to persist through setbacks, the emotional fuel to inspire 
others, and the clarity to see opportunity in chaos.

“Optimism is not the denial of reality. It’s the commitment 
to possibility.”

2.	 Continuously Learn and Grow: Idealists aren’t stuck in 
ideals—they’re always evolving. They study macro shifts, 
emerging tech, customer signals, and organizational pain 
points. In the Generative AI era, this means staying on 
top of not just models and tools, but their cultural and 
operational implications. The best product leaders don’t 
wait for permission to learn; they treat learning as survival.

3.	 Identify Pain and Opportunity: Idealists are not dreamers 
detached from problems—they are obsessed with them. 
They listen deeply, surface hidden friction, and understand 
the organizational DNA. They ask: Where are we stuck? 
Where is potential being suppressed? What’s the latent 
opportunity behind this pain?

4.	 Craft a Vision Rooted in Purpose: Mobilization starts 
with imagination. Not PowerPoint slides. Not a tactical 
roadmap. But a story worth believing in. One that paints 
a better future and explains why the journey is worth 
taking. This vision isn’t vague; it’s anchored in user needs, 
company strategy, and cultural momentum. It connects 
individual actions to collective impact.

5.	 Lead with Passion and Purpose: Product leaders don’t 
need permission to lead. They need purpose to lead well. By 
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making decisions that serve the broader mission—rather 
than short-term optics—they build credibility. Passion is 
your amplifier. Purpose is your compass. And when belief 
is lacking, proof of concept becomes your sharpest tool. 
Don’t wait for approval—build the small win that makes 
the big change undeniable.

“The job of a leader is not to do what is popular. The job is to 
do what is right—and make it popular.”

6.	 Mobilize Through Empathy and Collaboration: No idealist 
succeeds alone. Change happens when a critical mass 
starts believing. Empathy is the entry point. You can’t 
mobilize people you don’t understand. High-empathy 
leaders sense resistance before it turns toxic, align goals 
across silos, and make others feel seen. They create a 
gravitational pull that turns bystanders into believers—and 
believers into builders.

Why This Matters in a Generative AI World

The rise of Generative AI is not just a technological inflection point—
it’s a cultural one. It challenges how we define value, creativity, 
expertise, and trust.

If product leaders don’t lead idealistically in this moment, the future 
will be shaped by inertia, not intention.

	◗ Bureaucracy will drown innovation.

	◗ Fear will block experimentation.
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	◗ Legacy mindsets will turn Generative AI into a cost center, 
not a value driver.

But if idealists lead—with courage, clarity, and conviction—Generative 
AI becomes more than a tool. It becomes a force for reinvention.

Self-Evaluation Questions

Consider the following questions to evaluate your current approach.

1.	 Do you evaluate requests for strategic alignment before 
passing them to your team? 

2.	 Or, do you simply pass along each request as it is presented?

3.	 How often does your team experience changing priorities 
based on new incoming business needs?

4.	 Do you help your team understand the “why” behind each 
request?

5.	 Does your team have autonomy over their day-to-day 
activities, or are they always waiting for direction on where 
to focus their efforts?

6.	 What tools do you use to assess the value or impact of 
each request on the final product and the strategic vision?

7.	 How often does your team have the time to proactively 
improve upon the product without being focused solely 
on external requests?
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Solutions for Effective Product Leadership

If you identify funneling tendencies in your work habits, it’s important 
to take actionable steps to mitigate these problems. A strong 
product leader takes ownership over the strategic direction of their 
product, achieved with clear processes, clear strategic direction, 
and a team that feels supported and enabled to succeed.

This means ensuring each request is thoughtfully assessed, prioritized 
based on the impact it provides (potentially using AI insights to inform 
this), and only then delegated to the appropriate team member 
with clear direction and an understanding of why it’s important. 
Furthermore, generative AI can assist in communicating the “why” 
behind prioritization decisions to the team and stakeholders. AI 
could generate personalized explanations highlighting the strategic 
rationale, fostering greater understanding and buy-in. It’s more 
than just delegating; it’s ensuring each member understands their 
purpose within the broader goal. Additionally, a clear understanding 
of technical needs should be prioritized to maintain a scalable and 
performant product.

Implementing a clear intake process will ensure you and your team 
have enough time to address each request effectively, ensuring 
priorities align with business and technical objectives. It also ensures 
your team feels supported with a clear vision and helps ensure the 
long-term vision is never forgotten. By leveraging generative AI where 
appropriate, product leaders can move beyond simply fulfilling 
requests and become true strategic drivers of product success. 
They can focus on defining the long-term vision, empowering 
their teams, and making data-driven decisions that maximize the 
product’s impact and achieve the business’s strategic objectives.

This is just one of the many considerations when developing as a 
leader; let’s look at what that could mean in the next section.
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Modern Backlog: 
From Static List to 
Adaptive Strategies

The product backlog is a fundamental concept in modern 
product development, often originating from agile frameworks 
like Scrum. Historically, however, backlogs were sometimes 

misunderstood or misused, treated merely as a long, static list of 
features, requirements, and fixes – a place where ideas went to be 
recorded, often without a clear sense of priority or connection to 
strategy, almost like a repository for forgotten requests. But this view 
misses the true power and purpose of a well-managed backlog. To 
be truly effective, a product backlog must be treated as a dynamic, 
constantly evolving resource.

Think of it like sushi versus wine. Wine might improve with age, 
gathering complexity and value over time. A product backlog, 
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however, is like sushi: it’s best when fresh. An old, neglected backlog 
filled with outdated items, irrelevant requests, or poorly understood 
user needs loses its potency and ability to guide the team effectively. 
It becomes stale, unappetizing, and potentially misleading. Keeping 
the backlog frequently updated and reprioritized is absolutely 
essential. This constant refresh ensures the product reflects current 
user needs, aligns with the immediate market reality, and supports a 
scalable, long-term product strategy. This commitment to freshness 
is the key to remaining truly iterative and user-focused.
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Why a Dynamic Backlog is Crucial
This “living” nature of the backlog is critical for several reasons. 
Firstly, it maintains user focus. As user needs, preferences, and 
pain points shift – and they always do – the backlog must adapt. 
By regularly incorporating fresh user feedback (from interviews, 
surveys, usage data), market research, and competitive analysis, the 
backlog becomes an accurate reflection of the current customer 
landscape. This ensures the team is always building towards greater 
user satisfaction and achieving better product market fit.

Secondly, a dynamic backlog enables agile responses. The market 
doesn’t stand still. New competitors emerge, technologies disrupt, 
and customer expectations change. A backlog that is regularly 
revisited and re-prioritized allows the product team to react quickly 
and intelligently to these shifts. Instead of being locked into an 
outdated plan, the team can pivot, adjust priorities, and steer the 
product strategy effectively to remain competitive and relevant.

Thirdly, it promotes strategic alignment. A well-maintained backlog 
acts as a bridge between the day-to-day work of the development 
team and the overarching business strategy. By constantly reviewing 
backlog items against strategic objectives (like revenue goals, 
market share targets, or customer retention aims), the product team 
ensures they are always investing their limited resources in the most 
valuable and impactful initiatives for the business.

Finally, a dynamic backlog facilitates data-driven decisions. It’s 
not just about listing ideas; it’s about understanding their potential 
value. By tracking metrics related to feature usage, user engagement, 
conversion rates, and other key performance indicators (KPIs), the 
team can make informed, objective decisions about which items 
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to prioritize, which ones need refinement, which ones should be 
deferred, and even which ones should be removed entirely because 
they aren’t delivering the expected value.
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Generative AI: Accelerating the 
Backlog’s Evolution
The evolution from a static list to a dynamic strategic tool is being 
further accelerated by Generative AI. AI is transforming how teams 
manage and utilize their backlogs, moving far beyond simple task 
tracking into the realm of intelligent prioritization and continuous 
adaptation.

Consider automated backlog refinement. Instead of product 
managers manually sifting through mountains of user feedback, 
market reports, and competitor updates, generative AI can analyze 
these diverse data sources at scale. It can automatically suggest new 
features based on identified unmet needs, propose improvements 
to existing features by pinpointing recurring pain points in user 
comments, and even flag items in the backlog that appear less 
relevant based on current trends or low predicted usage. This 
doesn’t replace the product manager’s judgment, but it significantly 
reduces the manual effort needed to keep the backlog fresh and 
relevant, acting as a powerful research assistant.

AI also brings intelligent prioritization. It can analyze the potential 
impact of backlog items on key metrics – predicting effects on user 
engagement, potential revenue uplift, churn reduction, or customer 
satisfaction scores. By quantifying potential value and comparing 
it against estimated effort (which AI might also help estimate), it 
enables more data-driven, objective prioritization, reducing reliance 
purely on intuition or the loudest voice in the room. Imagine the AI 
modeling different prioritization scenarios and showing their likely 
outcomes.
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Furthermore, generative AI enables dynamic backlog adjustment. 
It can monitor real-time data streams – usage analytics, customer 
support trends, social media sentiment – and automatically suggest 
or even make adjustments to the backlog. For example, a sudden 
spike in user complaints about a specific bug, detected by AI 
analyzing support tickets, could automatically elevate the priority 
of that bug fix. This allows the team to respond almost instantly to 
emerging issues or opportunities, maximizing agility.

AI can also help with the tactical aspects, like generating user stories 
and acceptance criteria. Given a high-level feature description, AI 
can draft well-defined user stories and clear, testable acceptance 
criteria, ensuring clarity, consistency, and reducing the risk of 
miscommunication between product and development teams. It 
can even help evaluate backlog items before development begins 
by creating synthetic data representing diverse user segments or 
edge-case scenarios, allowing teams to test concepts or identify 
potential issues virtually, reducing the risk of building the wrong 
thing.
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The Backlog as a Strategic Asset
By embracing this dynamic approach and thoughtfully leveraging 
the capabilities of generative AI, product teams are transforming 
their backlogs. They are moving away from the old model of a dusty, 
static list towards a vibrant, intelligent, strategic asset. This “living 
backlog” becomes a central engine driving product evolution, a 
constant source of data-informed innovation, and a key enabler of 
long-term product success and profitability. It’s the heartbeat of an 
adaptive, user-focused product organization.
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Product Playbook 
Checklist

Product Development Methodology

The methodology adopted throughout this playbook is Agile. 
Agile allows for iterative development and continuous 
improvement, ensuring products remain relevant and meet 

user needs effectively. Understanding Agile principles is fundamental 
to developing successful products. While Agile remains a powerful 
framework, generative AI can supercharge its core principles. Imagine 
using AI to analyze user feedback and automatically generate user 
stories, prioritize features based on predicted business value, and 
even suggest optimal sprint lengths based on historical data. This AI-
driven approach enhances team efficiency, improves predictability, 
and maximizes the value delivered in each iteration.
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Product Fundamentals
Establishing a robust understanding of product fundamentals is 
essential before starting any product development. This begins 
with clearly articulating the product vision, which serves as the 
guiding star for all future endeavors and provides the roadmap for 
subsequent steps. The product vision should be actionable, clearly 
communicated, and understood by all relevant team members. 
Generative AI can assist in defining and refining this vision by 
analyzing market trends, user feedback, and competitor analysis; 
imagine using AI to generate potential vision statements based on 
identified opportunities and user needs, helping ensure the vision 
is both ambitious and achievable. Defining the business challenge 
the product aims to address is also crucial, providing context and 
rationale for its creation. Moving from the business challenge to 
practical application requires a deep understanding of the problem 
you are solving for your customers. This clarity is essential for 
directing resources efficiently and focusing directly on customer 
needs.

A go-to-market strategy must then be defined, including research 
into the most effective means of deploying the product to its target 
audience. AI can help here by analyzing different market segments, 
identifying potential distribution channels, and generating 
personalized marketing messages, allowing for a more data-driven 
and effective strategy. This creates an avenue for finding product-
market fit through validation and iteration. Finding the best fit 
should be seen as an ongoing goal, a continuous process to ensure 
the product meets market needs. Therefore, it’s important to 
determine the market size your product needs to address to ensure 
it’s sufficiently scalable and worth investing resources in.
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Competitive Analysis
A critical part of product development is becoming an expert in the 
competitive landscape to ensure your offering is best placed in the 
market. Understanding competitors’ unique selling propositions is 
key to differentiating your product. Thorough analysis of competitor 
user reviews provides insight into what those products might be 
missing, allowing a focus on customer-centric value delivery and 
potentially offering further avenues for your product. Generative 
AI can automate aspects of this process by analyzing competitor 
websites, product documentation, and customer reviews. Imagine 
the AI generating a report summarizing competitor strengths and 
weaknesses, identifying potential market gaps, and suggesting 
areas where your product could differentiate itself.

Vision, Strategy, and Structure
The creation of a product starts with a clearly defined vision collectively 
agreed on by all stakeholders. Without collective agreement, the 
product lacks consistent goals and purpose, with efforts pulling 
in separate directions. It’s imperative to communicate this vision 
throughout the organization for alignment and collaboration across 
all teams. The tactical and strategic plan then provides the map 
of how that vision will be achieved through concrete actions. Use 
generative AI here to explore different strategic scenarios and 
generate potential product roadmaps based on various assumptions 
and market conditions, allowing for more robust planning and a 
deeper understanding of risks and opportunities. Setting realistic 
expectations for timelines and deliverables is necessary to maintain 
focus and accountability throughout the development journey.
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Product Design
The initial stage of product design must begin with a clearly 
articulated set of goals linked back to the initial product vision. 
Then, initial product ideas and designs need to be captured in clear 
mockups. Generative AI can accelerate this phase; leverage it to 
generate design mockups, prototypes, and even user interface code 
based on natural language descriptions or sketches, allowing rapid 
exploration of different options. The documentation surrounding 
these design choices, whether AI-assisted or manually created, 
should then be reviewed collaboratively, emphasizing areas of 
agreement and discrepancy. User stories must also be developed, 
clearly representing the specific needs and workflows of each 
identified persona. AI can also assist here by generating user 
stories and acceptance criteria, ensuring clarity and consistency 
in requirements. Finally, prioritization of these items should be 
evaluated based on value against cost, ensuring resources focus on 
items delivering the best results.

Product Market Fit
Getting early feedback directly from target users is key to ensuring 
a successful product launch. Feedback allows changes to be made 
iteratively, developing and perfecting each element. Utilize AI to 
analyze user feedback from various sources (surveys, reviews, 
social media) and identify key themes and sentiment. This provides 
valuable insights for product refinement and ensures the product 
truly meets customer needs through this iterative approach, 
addressing both customer desires and practical product issues.
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Project Management
To ensure the effective running of product creation, communicating 
scrum rules, roles, and structures is essential. A well-defined project 
structure creates clarity, efficiency, and clear responsibility—all 
crucial for effective collaboration. Generative AI can assist in project 
management by generating task breakdowns, suggesting resource 
assignments based on skill sets, and predicting project timelines 
based on historical data, improving project planning and execution 
and maximizing team efficiency.

Product Management
The roles of product management require dedication to continuous 
customer insight, alignment across departments, and developing 
a business model that delivers a profitable outcome. Product 
managers must also focus on product market fit, scalability, and 
value, ensuring the product meets market needs, can expand to 
scale, and delivers value to its customers.
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Product Playbook 
Items

The following areas must be clearly articulated as part of a 
well-constructed product playbook; each element is critically 
important to the effective launch and implementation of the 

overall product. Each item can be expanded on and fleshed out in a 
format of 1-2 pages.

Backlog

The product backlog is a list of tasks and objectives that must be 
kept up to date and relevant. A clear and organized backlog creates 
a solid, actionable pathway for the product and team. Generative 
AI can assist here by analyzing user feedback, market trends, and 
competitor data to automatically suggest and help prioritize backlog 
items, ensuring the backlog remains relevant and aligned with user 
needs and business objectives.
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 Personas

User personas should be developed to articulate the target 
demographic for your product. Detailed user personas ensure the 
needs of each core demographic are considered and acted on 
throughout the design and development phase. AI can analyze 
user data to help generate detailed initial drafts of user personas, 
complete with key demographics, motivations, pain points, and 
even simulated user journeys, providing a richer understanding of 
the target audience to inform product design and development.
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Vision

The product vision should articulate the central goal and desired 
outcome of the product. Without a clear, cohesive vision, the entire 
process could fragment and lack purpose. A strong vision acts as 
the north star that all future actions must link back to. You can use 
AI to help refine and enhance the product vision by having it analyze 
market trends, user feedback, and competitor analysis, ensuring the 
vision remains relevant and inspiring.

Business Case

The business case provides the rationale and financial justification 
for developing your product. This is essential for budgeting, securing 
funding, and articulating ROI to stakeholders. Without a robust 
business case, securing investment decisions may be harder and 
lack solid justification. Leverage AI to assist in generating financial 
projections, risk assessments, and market opportunity analyses 
for the business case, strengthening its credibility and supporting 
investment decisions.

Product Requirements

Product requirements outline the specific functions and features 
the product must have, ensuring all required specifications are 
met. These must be developed with clarity, considering both short 
and long-term needs. AI can assist in generating and refining these 
requirements by analyzing user needs, competitive features, and 
technical feasibility, ensuring clarity and completeness in the 
product specifications.
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Roadmap

The roadmap is the agreed path towards long-term product 
development goals, typically broken into a Now, Next, and Later 
framework. This ensures clear project progression, with short, mid, 
and long-term goals articulated clearly for stakeholders. Generative 
AI can assist in generating, reviewing, and updating roadmap 
documents by analyzing relevant data, identifying potential risks 
or inconsistencies, and suggesting improvements, helping ensure 
these critical components are comprehensive, accurate, and up-to-
date.

Budget

The agreed budget, alongside the business case, creates the 
framework within which development should occur, ensuring 
the plan stays financially and technically viable. This means each 
element of the plan must be carefully considered to ensure budget 
and resource availability are correctly allocated.

Operations

Operational requirements detail all the steps required for the ongoing 
operation of the product. A clear outline of operations means the 
product can function smoothly post-launch.

Product Launch Checklist

The product launch checklist outlines the steps needed to 
successfully deploy a new product to market. This is an essential 
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step to ensure the product launches smoothly and effectively, 
meeting targets and timelines.

Regulatory and Legal Requirements

Regulatory and legal requirements ensure the product is legally 
compliant for its relevant markets. This crucial step protects the 
company, product, and end users. Without adhering to appropriate 
obligations, the product could be stopped or cause severe 
ramifications for the business.

Lifecycle Management (Product Discontinuation)

Lifecycle management includes the processes for the eventual 
discontinuation of a product once it’s no longer required and its 
resources are better suited elsewhere. This usually means moving 
towards product retirement and resource redistribution. Creating 
an effective framework for each element of this process creates an 
environment for long-term strategic efficiency.
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Glossary

This glossary defines key terms related to product management, 
agile methodologies, and Generative AI used throughout this 
playbook. Refer to these definitions for clarity on the concepts 

and practices discussed.”

Agile: An iterative development methodology that prioritizes a 
“learn by doing” approach, emphasizing flexibility, continuous 
improvement, and responding to change based on user feedback.

Backlog: A dynamic and evolving list of tasks, features, user stories, 
and bug fixes that need to be addressed in product development, 
prioritized based on their value and alignment with the product 
vision.

Business case: A document that outlines the value of a proposed 
feature or product, its financial justification, and its alignment 
with overall business objectives. It also serves as a contract of 
commitment between different teams regarding the resources each 



Glossary

192 THE GENERATIVE AI PRODUCT PLAYBOOK

will commit to a new feature to ensure its successful implementation 
and launch.

Continuous Customer Discovery: An ongoing process of gathering 
and analyzing customer feedback through direct conversations, 
surveys, and usage data to understand customer needs, pain points, 
and value perception in order to develop and iterate on product.

End-User: The person or customer who ultimately uses a product, 
and whose needs should be the primary focus during product 
development.

Empowered Team: A team environment where team members are 
trusted to take ownership, make decisions, and innovate without 
micromanagement, fostering autonomy and accountability.

Empowering the Ecosystems: The approach of creating products 
that seamlessly integrate into existing systems, complimenting 
related tools and services, providing a cohesive customer experience, 
as opposed to isolated applications.

Funnelling: The act of passively directing all incoming requests, ideas, 
and problems to the product team without proper prioritization, 
assessment, or strategic evaluation, often leading to overwhelmed 
and unfocused teams.

Increment: In the Scrum framework, the working product or feature 
that the development team produces by the end of a sprint.

Iteration: A cyclical process of building a minimal version of a 
product, gathering user feedback, and then repeating the process 
by refining and improving the product until it reaches a fully realized 
form, emphasizing a fast-paced, “ship to learn” mentality.
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Kanban: A work management method focused on visualizing 
workflow, limiting work in progress, and maximizing efficiency. Often 
used in conjunction with Scrum. (Definition maintained from original 
glossary.)

Key Performance Indicators (KPIs): Measurable values that 
demonstrate how effectively a company is achieving key business 
objectives. Used to assess the success and impact of product 
development efforts.

Minimum Viable Product (MVP): A version of a new product which 
allows a team to collect the maximum amount of validated learning 
about customers with the least effort. A core focus is on building a 
basic product that allows for iterative user feedback and continuous 
improvement.

Product Backlog: A prioritized list of features, fixes, and improvements 
that need to be developed by the product team, serving as the main 
source of work for the sprint planning.

Product Leader: An individual who owns the strategic direction of 
the product by prioritizing and evaluating requests before delegating 
to teams. Ensures requests align with business and technical 
objectives and supports a clear strategic direction for the team.

Product Management: The multifaceted role that encompasses 
continuous customer discovery, stakeholder alignment, and 
business model development to ensure a product meets customer 
needs, aligns with business objectives, and remains viable over time.

Product Manifesto: Core principles that guide decisions and actions 
as product professionals. These principles focus on user needs 
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and business objectives and are designed to give practical and 
repeatable guidelines to product teams. They focus on simplicity, 
user needs, quantifying results, empowered teams, and learning by 
shipping.

Product Owner: A role in the Scrum framework responsible for 
maximizing the value of the product by managing the product 
backlog, defining features that directly satisfy user needs, and 
ensuring development efforts align with strategic business goals.

Product Playbook: A comprehensive collection of lightweight, 
interconnected documents that outline the product’s vision, 
strategy, roadmap, and other essential information, ensuring 
consistent communication and alignment across product teams 
and the organization.

Product Requirements: A description of the specific functions and 
features that the product must have, outlining the project scope, 
and ensuring necessary specifications are met for both short- and 
long-term product goals.

Product Roadmap: A high-level strategic plan outlining the evolution 
of a product over time, communicating the prioritized sequence of 
features, themes, and initiatives, typically planned on a now, next, 
later framework.

Product Team: A cross-functional team consisting of product 
managers, designers, and engineers who work collaboratively to 
identify risks and develop product solutions. (Definition updated 
based on book content.)
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Quantifying Results: Validating product decisions with data and 
measurable results rather than relying on assumptions or intuition. 
This involves creating key performance indicators, and developing 
mechanisms to measure the results of actions taken.

Return on Investment (ROI): A performance measure used to 
evaluate the efficiency of an investment. In product development, 
ROI helps prioritize features and initiatives by assessing their 
potential to generate value for the business.

Scrum: A framework that relies on empiricism built around 
transparency, inspection, and adaptation to solve complex problems 
in an iterative process. Key events include Sprint Planning, Daily 
Scrums, Sprint Review, and Sprint Retrospective.

Scrum Master: A servant-leader role in Scrum that guides the team, 
removes obstacles, and promotes Scrum principles and practice.

Scrum Team: A self-organized and cross-functional team that 
includes the Scrum Master, Product Owner, and Developers working 
collaboratively to deliver product increments.

Ship to Learn: An approach that prioritizes launching products 
quickly to gather user feedback and iterate, rather than striving for 
perfection in initial releases, embracing the idea that shipping a 
basic product is an opportunity to collect data and improve, through 
user feedback and iterative development.

Simplicity over Perfection: The principle of striving for effective and 
usable solutions, focusing on creating simple, elegant features that 
solve core problems and deliver customer value.
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Stakeholder: A person with an interest or concern in an organization, 
project or product. This may include customers, sales teams, investors, 
and the like. Stakeholders should have a clear understanding of the 
project’s goals, the process, their roles, and the expected outcomes.

Strategic Alignment: Ensuring that the objectives of all teams and 
projects are in line with the overall goals of the company, creating a 
cohesive and efficient working environment. (Definition maintained 
and clarified based on context.)

Technical Debt: The implied cost of rework caused by taking 
shortcuts or implementing less-than-ideal solutions during product 
development. It represents the accumulated technical deficiencies 
that will slow down future development and increase costs if not 
addressed.

Understanding the Problem: The principle of deeply exploring the 
underlying issues faced by end-users before developing any solution. 
This involves empathy, research, collaboration, and is meant to 
ensure products solve real needs.

User Centric: Focusing on the needs, goals and aspirations of the 
end user throughout all phases of the product development process.

Value Proposition: A statement that summarizes the benefits and 
unique value a product provides to customers by articulating how 
the product addresses their “Pains” (problems, frustrations) and 
delivers “Gains” (positive outcomes, desired benefits).






